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Friends of the Botanic 
Gardens of Adelaide Inc.
A non-profit body, founded on 
November 8, 1977, to foster, 
advocate for and promote the 
botanical, educational, scientific, 
cultural and conservation  
efforts of the Botanic Gardens 
and State Herbarium of South 
Australia in its three sites, the 
Gardens of Adelaide, Mount 
Lofty and Wittunga, by, amongst 
other things:
• �furnishing practical assistance 

and volunteer labour to 
maintain those Gardens and 
their diverse facilities

• �providing education and 
information to visitors, 
including guided tours of  
the Gardens

• �assisting at the range of 
community events held in  
the Gardens and elsewhere

• �raising and donating funds  
for Garden projects

Views expressed in this Gazette 
are not necessarily those of the 
Committee of the Friends of the 
Botanic Gardens of Adelaide Inc. 
nor of the Board of the Botanic 
Gardens. SSN 0155 3028
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Cover photograph: Volunteer Garden Guides from Australia and New Zealand  
at the 18th Australasian Botanic Garden Guides Conference. Photo Lizzy Ray.  
Courtesy of the Board of Botanic Gardens and State Herbarium

The Friends Botanical Photography Group has recently 
undertaken field trips to the Belair National Park, where 
springtime brings on a host of native orchids as well as  
charming sundew plants, and the Victoria Park Wetlands, 
where there are extensive native flowering plantings becoming 
established, as well as native grasslands. Insects and waterbirds 
also abound.

The Photo Group is an enthusiastic group of keen  
photographers whose interests lie in photographing not only 
plants and flowers, but also the wider aspects of garden 
photography, including wildlife, scenery, architecture, macro, 
etc. We welcome all skill levels and have members who use  
all types of equipment from smartphones to DSLRs and 
mirrorless cameras. The Group meets twice a month, on the 
second and fourth Friday mornings.

We welcome anyone keen to capture the beauty of our Gardens 
photographically to join our friendly and relaxed group.  
Please contact Dianne in the Friends Office on 8222 9367,  
or email info@friendsbgadelaide.com for further details.

Nardoo (Marsilea drummondii), an aquatic native fern, is 
a prominent plant of the Victoria Park Wetlands. Nardoo 
is widespread throughout Australia, and is well-suited to 
intermittent inundation, being able to grow in water or mud, 
and having spores that may lie dormant for up to 50 years. 
The plant has been a well-known bush food for the indigenous 
people, but it is toxic, and must be properly prepared.  
Lack of this specialised knowledge may have contributed to  
the deaths of Burke and Wills.

Donkey Orchid (Diuris sp.) in Belair National Park. This genus is 
endemic to Australia, and has more than sixty species spread 
throughout all states, but, interestingly, not the Northern 
Territory (maybe when they achieve statehood…) The flowers 
are named for their vertically-protruding ear-like petals.  
Despite their bright colours the flowers have neither scent 
nor nectar, and it is thought that their resemblance to more 
“conventional” flowers is intended to deceive the pollinators.

The grasslands and wildflowers of Victoria Park are a haven 
for many small butterflies like this grass blue (Zizina labradus). 
Other small butterflies including skippers, darts, and coppers 
can also be found here, and the area is a particular breeding 
ground for the rare chequered copper butterfly. 

The tall sundew (Drosera auriculata) is one of 17 species in  
this genus which can be found in South Australia and is 
particularly common in Belair National Park in late winter and 
early spring. The sundews are carnivorous plants, related to  
(but perhaps not quite as exciting as) the famous Venus flytrap 
of North America. Each of the sundew tentacles carries a  
dew-like drop of mucus which is not only attractively (to an 
insect) sweet, but also sticky and full of digestive enzymes.  
The ability to obtain nourishment from captured insects  
allows the sundew to thrive in areas of low soil nutrients,  
such as the higher west-facing ridges of the Adelaide Hills. 

Anna Lester and Geoff Mower

Botanical Photo Group

Nardoo. Photo Geoff Mower

Donkey orchid. Photo Anna Lester

Tall sundew. Photo Anna Lester

Grass blue butterfly. Photo Geoff Mower
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When this Gazette was first produced, 
way back in 1977, it contained news 
of events past and in the future and, 
gradually, small articles of general 
interest. As the organisation developed 
the articles became longer and more 
photographs began to appear.

In more recent times a Newsletter was 
produced and, in recent years I have 
timed it to be delivered, electronically, 
approximately mid-way between each 
issue of the Gazette. The Gazette,  
however, continued to publish information 
of a more ephemeral nature,for example 
how the Gift Shop was doing. Matters 
more suited to a Newsletter.

There is significant cost in producing  
each Gazette, plus the cost of postage, 
and, as implied above, some of the 
information currently contained is more 
suited to a Newsletter. Therefore, the 
Friends Committee has decided that, 
from 2026 onwards, the Gazette will 
be produced twice each year and will 
only contain articles and matters of 
lasting interest, such as the report on the  
Annual General Meeting which features 
in this edition. The Newsletter will 
continue to be produced subject to 
content, hopefully even more frequently 
than at present.

There is also a significant financial effect 
of this decision; reducing the Gazette to 
twice per year will result in a saving of  
quite a few thousands of dollars per 
year. It was this result which helped the 
Committee to decide to leave current 
membership fees unchanged, at least 
for this year. The fact that approximately 
150 members have elected to have 
their Gazette delivered electronically, 
thus saving in printing and postage, 
contributed to the decision not to 
increase fees.

As senior Editor of the Gazette, I can 
assure you that the high quality of articles 
will continue to be published and news 
and information will be delivered to you 
regularly.

I thank everyone who contributes to 
the Gazette and I look forward to your 
continued support. It only remains for 
me to wish you a Happy Christmas and  
a prosperous and safe New Year.

Sincerely yours,

Ed McAlister  

Editorial
The Adelaide Botanic Garden had a touch of floral 
splendour with The Friends co-sponsoring a Nature 
Festival event with the Botanic Gardens and Nature 
Festival organisers to give garden sculptures in the 
Garden a floral ‘glow up’. Floralia in the Adelaide  
Botanic Garden was a nod to the ancient Roman spring 
festival in honour of Flora, the Roman goddess of 
flowers. 

Local florist, Friend and Garden Guide, Richard Harman, 
softened the image of Linnaeus, brightened up the 
Scarfe Fountain in the Summer House, and found a way 
to revisit cherished memories of Elvis at the Cupola. 
Richard enhanced and decorated nine sculptures in 
surprising and delightful ways. Several years ago, 
Richard played a big part in the Flower Days in the 
Adelaide Gardens supported by the Friends. Our sincere 
thanks to Richard for all his hard work.

In October it was time for us to celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the opening of Wittunga Botanic 
Garden to the public. Several activities culminated in  
a community picnic day that saw many people,  
including families, enjoying the Garden now looking 
magnificent. The Garden staff and the volunteer Hands 
on Hort team excelled themselves to get the Garden 
looking perfect. The Governor and several officials  
spoke about the significance of Wittunga over the 
past 50 years to them and the community. Nature Play 
provided a big drawcard to further encourage and  
create interest for our future Botanic Garden 
custodians: our youth. The South Australian Police  
Band demonstrated their expertise, providing a broad 
range of musical genres and Garden Guides offered  
free walks. 

The Friends and the Botanic Gardens and State 
Herbarium sponsored the 18th Australasian Garden 
Guides Conference held in October. I was convenor 
of the Conference which brought over one hundred  
visitors to our Gardens from several states and New 
Zealand. I continue to receive high praise for the 
standard of Adelaide guiding demonstrated by our 
Garden Guides and the expertise showcased by BGSH 
Staff in their presentations. It is when we can see other 
Gardens and the way they operate that we know  
we are doing something right in Adelaide and have  
a unique offering of history, culture and experience.  
In the Guides’ case they have now had over 40 years of 
experience as a group. Our dedicated Guide Volunteers 
showcased all that the three Botanic Gardens have  
to offer. I thank all those involved in making the 
conference the success which it so obviously was.

I wish you and your families all the very best for the 
approaching Festive Season. Happy Christmas New 
Year and I hope to see you in 2026 at the many Friends 
activities. 

Summer in any of the Adelaide Botanic Gardens - enjoy 
and savour the experience!

Greg Lane

From The President

Linnaeus, Classground. Photo Greg Lane

Queen Adelaide, Rose Garden. Photo Greg Lane

Dear Friends,

I am writing this column from Canberra, where I am attending the Botanic Gardens 
Australia and New Zealand (BGANZ) conference. It has been an outstanding 
experience so far, hearing from Garden staff from across our sector about  
their achievements, challenges and plans for the future. The conference is  
being partly hosted by the Australian National Botanic Garden in Canberra 
and rediscovering this beautiful Garden with its outstanding Australian plant  
collections has been a real bonus for me. 

One thing that I am delighted to report from the conference is the number of 
people who have identified me as being from Adelaide and who immediately  
told me what a fantastic experience they had at the Gardens Guides conference!  
I must congratulate again all those involved in putting this excellent event  
together - you have done us all proud and made an excellent impression at a 
national level. Well done to the Friends for the vision and ambition to take on  
the task of managing such a conference and for delivering it so well.

A couple of key themes for our sector are emerging from the conference here 
- one is the gulf between what the public in general thinks botanic gardens are 
for and the true totality of all the work we do in the fields of botanical science 
and plant conservation. We clearly still have much to do in terms of sharing 
that breadth of work and in promoting the vital importance of plants in the  
world’s ecosystems and their fragility - with many many more endangered plant 
species than animal species. And, of course, this emphasises the role of the 
people who guide visitors around our Gardens in sharing these stories about the  
breadth of our work, along with the role of our onsite interpretation, and our 
education and outreach programs. So I take this opportunity to express my 
appreciation to all the volunteer guides for the work they do every day!

Finally, let me also shamelessly promote our summer program, the key pieces of 
which are now in place - Wildlife Photographer of the Year and Tails from the 
Coasts the first in the Bicentennial Conservatory and the second in the Museum 
of Economic Botany, I commend them to you and ask that you please share  
them with your friends and guests!

Thank you all and see you around the Gardens…

Michael Harvey

Editor’s Note: The comments Michael made about advising the public about what 
are the true aims of botanic gardens, are similar to what was being discussed 
in the ‘Zoo World’ some years ago. Bringing the public along with you without 
getting too far ahead of them and affecting visitation. 

From The Director

Conference walk groups at Wittunga Botanic Garden. Photo Angela Toone
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The Adelaide Guides hosting of the ‘18th 
Australasian Botanic Garden Guides 
Conference’ finally arrived after extensive 
planning and organising. Four days of 
frenetic activity for our visitors based 
on the theme, ‘Visions and Visionaries’ 
enabled us to showcase the legacies  
from the past, present and into the  
future. A fully subscribed Conference 
with a total of 145, 120 from interstate 
and New Zealand with sizable contingents 
from Perth, Sydney, Brisbane and Hobart. 

Monday started with an entertaining 
‘Welcome to Country’ by Uncle Mickey 
O’Brien, Kaurna elder. He put the visitors 
at their ease and urged them all to  
share their knowledge; a key aspect of 
guiding. The day ended with a delightful 
reception hosted by other ‘Visionaries’, 
The Friends Patrons Her Excellency, the 
Honourable Frances Adamson AC, and 
Mr Bunten at Government House (see 
photo on page 58). The usual stipulated 
‘after-five’ dress code was relaxed so 
each delegate could wear their ‘uniform’. 

The talks program demonstrated the 
world class staff of the BGSH and 
consisted of:

- �The Chief Botanist, Professor Michelle 
Waycott, on the ‘Critical relationship 
of Botanic Gardens collections and 
scientific discovery’. 

- �Mark Oborn, Manager Operations on 
the extensive practicalities of managing 
three botanic gardens. 

- �The valuable lessons learned over  
time were shared by Dan Duval of the 
Seed Conservation Centre in the talk 
‘Ex-situ plant conservation; successes 
and challenges 20 years later’. 

- �Michael Harvey’s ‘The creation of 
great public spaces - plants, people, 
potential’ proposed the options of 
considering botanic gardens as public 
spaces not only for living and cultural 
collections.

- �The ‘Out of Balance’ session drew 
attention to the impact of garden 
weeds and feral animals. Weeds 
Botanist, Dr Chris Brodie highlighted 
the range of garden escapees and  
the challenges for the future.

- �Restoring Balance - insights from the 
South Australian Feral Deer Eradication 
Program by Dr Myall Tarran, of PIRSA’s 

Feral Animal Eradication program 
showed the Australia-wide regulatory 
and practical challenges of dealing 
with this destructive pest.

- �The presentation by Dr Leonie Scriven, 
Deputy Director, Living Collections, 
‘City Rainforest, Wetlands and Mallee: 
creating legacies for the future’ 
presentation showed the recent visions 
and how they have enriched the 
Adelaide Botanic Garden.

The Guides, in addition to others in the 
Friends (Photography Group) and the 
BGSH Librarian, Lorrae West, compiled 
a dazzling array of elective activities.  
We may take for granted our Gardens 
but our visitors soon reawakened a  
sense of pride in our myriad treasures. 
Starting with our first Director, George 
Francis, in the walk, ‘VISIONS AND 
LEGACIES’ - What were the key qualities 

needed to establish a significant Botanic 
Garden and ensure its continued success? 
The ‘ICONS’ Walk showed the Richard 
Schomburgk influence and what makes 
the Adelaide Botanic Garden unique.  
As a fine Victorian-era garden with iconic 
structures and living collections, it is still 
fit for purpose in the 21st century. 

Innovative walks were devised to inform 
and entertain the visitors at the three 
Gardens and Botanic Park with: 

- �LOVE, ROMANCE AND COURTSHIP -  
A light-hearted look at plants and their 
seductive qualities; 

- �TINY - One of the models made for the 
ABC ‘Tiny Oz’ series three years ago 
was of an aerial display from a hot air 
balloon in 1871. This inspired a walk to 
look at some small features of plants 
which are not only vital to the plant but 
are beautiful and often overlooked. 

Garden Guides
- �MARVELS AND MYSTERIES - covered 

a range of topics such as why is the 
Cook pine so homesick; why do 
the two species of Wisteria climb 
in opposite directions; why do ants 
like wattles so much; why does the 
mulberry catapult its pollen away?

- �STANDING UPON THE SHOULDERS 
OF GIANTS - on this walk around the 
Garden, the scientists whose busts 
adorn the cabinets in the Museum of 
Economic Botany were revealed.

- �A TRIP TO THE BOTTLE SHOP -  
From which plants do they derive  
and which are used for flavour? 

- �BOTANIC PARK - a walk amongst the 
trees - Originally a winter camp of the 
Kaurna people, Botanic Park has been 
a place of shady serenity for the people 
of Adelaide since Victorian times. 

- �INTERNATIONAL ROSE GARDEN -  
A world class collection presented 
in terms of fragrance, botany and 
romance. 

- �FIRST CREEK WETLANDS - Showing 
the practical side of Dr Leonie Scriven’s 
talk on this urban experiment of 
treating water and storing in a 
quaternary aquifer. 

- �LIBRARY TOUR OF RARE BOOKS -  
The Librarian, Lorrae West, revealed 
the old and stunning volumes of the 
Rare Book Collection. 

- �GARDEN LENS - Cameras, smart 
phones and tablets were used 
to inspire and to ‘Think and see 
differently’. The participants were able 
to undertake a practical exercise then 
review their work with others.

- �BIRD WALK - this early morning 
ramble found a pleasing array of birds 
including the wetlands’ resident, the 
buff banded rail. Also sighted were 
rabbits and a large fox.

The heavy rain could not diminish the 
impact of the treasures of Mt Lofty BG 
through a range of activities:

- �TOP TO BOTTOM two-hour walk 
through some of this Garden’s 
special collections nestled under the 
stringybark eucalypt canopy. Featured 
were dwarf conifers, the spectacular 
rhododendrons and South East Asian 
plantings. 

- �LOTHIAN’S VISION, the sixth 
Director’s vision was explained 
in a walk round the lake and the 
fundamental role played by Noel 
Lothian in its development. 

- �SOUTHERN HEMISPHERE CONIFERS  
are spread over adjacent gullies.  
These lesser-known areas of this 
relatively young, temperate Garden 
showed the diverse range of unusual 
conifers from Australia, New Zealand, 
New Caledonia, South Africa and 
South America. 

- �TO THE MOUNTAINS - Collections 
of plants growing in our ‘mountain’ 
garden that originate from some other 
temperate mountain areas, especially 
China and East Africa. The role of 
particular plant collectors and botanists 
was a feature. 

- �NURSERY and ARBORETUM -  
This tour started in the Arboretum,  
a collection of large deciduous trees  
in a diversity of tree forms, foliage and 
colours, and ended in the Nursery, to 
view some endangered and unusual 
plants with the Nursery Manager. 

- �SMALL BUS TOUR - This tour gave a 
unique overview of Mt Lofty from the 
lower section to the higher part of the 
Garden, revealing far-reaching views, 
a brief history of the Garden and a 
window into some of the less explored 
sections, including Fern Gully.

The charm and intriguing history of 
Wittunga and its collections were 
revealed through: 

- �BANKING ON BANKS - Demonstrated 
the significant influence of Sir Joseph 
Banks in the plant world.

- �WHATS IN A NAME - Outlined the 
important area of naming of plants.

- �FARM TO BOTANIC GARDEN -  
The history of Wittunga’s 
transformation from the farm and 
orchard to a beloved botanic garden.

- �THE STORY OF TWO COUNTRIES - 
similarities and differences between 
plants of Southern Australia and  
South Africa.

A day of excursions went further afield 
into the Adelaide Hills, towards the 
Barossa and the Fleurieu Peninsula with 
mixed weather. 

Announced via an enticing video was 
that Royal Hobart Botanic Garden will 
host the 19th Conference in 2027. That 
news was greeted mostly enthusiastically. 

The wrap up and farewell event at the 
Noel Lothian Hall finally brought the 
sun out and it was most pleasing to see 
Guides from across Australasia sitting 
on the lawns over-looked by the iconic 
Bicentennial Conservatory. They all said 
‘See you in 2027’.

The reaction and feedback from our 
visitors really reinforced why we guide 
- so we can share the Gardens with the 
public, the Friends, other volunteers and 
the passionate staff. 

Margaret Swincer

Wittunga Botanic Garden walk Banking on Banks. Photo Angela Toone

Rare books library tour. Photo Jane Austin

Finding the Trip to the bottle shop elective. Photo Margaret Swincer
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Wednesday 29th October

Historical Walk In Gawler

Our third and final Fifth Wednesday 
excursion for the year was a morning 
guided walk through the main street 
and river precinct of Gawler. This was of 
particular interest because of the close 
association of the Schomburgk family to 
the district.

Robert, Otto, Richard, Julius and Linna 
Schomburgk were born and raised in 
Prussia, and, apart from Sir Robert, 
diplomat, traveller and botanical 
collector, emigrated to South Australia. 
Otto and Richard Schomburgk, together 
with their wives Maria and Pauline 
emigrated to South Australia in 1849 
on board the ship Princess Louise as 
part of a travelling group of 180. These 
were a mixture of professional people, 
businessmen, artists and skilled artisans, 
and were to become perhaps the most 
influential group of German-speaking 
intellectuals to settle in South Australia. 
Within a month of their arrival, Otto and 
Richard purchased an 84 acre parcel of 
land located on the Gawler River, west 
of the township of Gawler, which they 
named Buchsfelde, in honour of their 
friend Leopold von Buch, the celebrated 
geologist and naturalist. The two 
brothers subsequently subdivided and 
sold approximately a quarter of their land 
to some of their travelling companions, 
creating a close riverside farming 
community. The rich alluvial soil, access 
to permanent waterholes and Richard’s 
horticultural training led to great success 
with the growing of fruit and vegetables; 
less successful were the European wheat 
varieties which did not thrive in the long, 
dry summers. Many of the group gave 
up farming and returned to their former 
professions, including Richard, who was 
appointed as the second Director of the 
Adelaide Botanic Garden (ABG). In 1850, 
siblings Julius and Linna Schomburgk 
emigrated. Julius subsequently became 
a celebrated silversmith, with several 
of his works in the Art Gallery of South 
Australia’s collections. 

As we walked to the South Para River, 
various areas of historical interest 
were pointed out; Pioneer Park, site 
of Gawler’s first cemetery and part of 
the plan Colonel William Light created 
for the town in 1839 and now State-
Heritage listed. Passing Freemason’s Hall, 

where Otto and Richard Schomburgk 
and their brother-in-law Carl Muecke 
were members, we moved on to the 
Gawler Institute and Town Hall. Otto co-
founded and edited the first successful 
Australian German-language newspaper 
and initiated a meeting in Gawler to 
contribute democratic ideas for the 
South Australian Constitution. Richard 
collected many zoological specimens 
and meteorological recordings from 
the Gawler region and sent his findings 
back to academics in Berlin. In about 
1860 Richard became the curator of 
the Institute’s Museum, the colony’s 
first collection, which was eventually 
transferred to the South Australian 
Museum in the 1930s. Our final stop 
before returning to the Exchange Hotel 
(one of eight hotels in Murray Street) for 
lunch was Apex Park and the Avenue of 
Moreton Bay figs. This avenue is due to 
the efforts of Richard Schomburgk. As 
Director of the ABG he negotiated with 

Council and local landowners to plant 
these trees. The Ficus Walk in the ABG 
dates from 1866, so it is believed that 
these trees are of a similar age. As Garden 
Guides, we were pleased to have the 
opportunity to broaden our knowledge 
of Richard Schomburgk’s earlier life, 
and of other members of his family who 
also made a significant contribution to 
early colonial life in the state. Thanks to 
Helen Hennessy, a local historian, for her 
interesting and informative walk.

Andrew’s Urban Farm,  
Elizabeth East

After lunch we drove south to Andrew’s 
Urban Farm, Elizabeth East. We were 
greeted by Andrew, his wife Rosanne 
and Joe, of Joe’s Connected Garden, of 
whom many readers would be familiar 
through the Open Gardens Scheme.

Andrew started in Joe’s Connected 
Garden, which has now grown to twenty 
gardens in three locations in the area,  

5th Wednesday Outing	

and expanding. Andrew explained how he loved growing 
food and flowers for insects, and in his front garden are 
sweet potatoes, asparagus, alstroemeria in profusion, and 
roses chosen by his mother with the criteria they must be 
hybrid tea, pink or red, and very fragrant! There are three 
interconnected gardens, all run on permaculture principles, 
in essence Community Gardens but on private land. In 2006 
they became involved in the Rare Fruits Society and now have 
an astonishing array of rare trees and plants they propagate; 
one quarter acre block sustains five hundred edibles and five 
hundred ornamentals. They are currently trialling wicking 
beds for growing subtropical plants, amongst which are 
two varieties of coffee, several varieties of galangal and 
Queensland arrowroot. There is research taking place in 
climate adapting fruits e.g. guavas, and a rare ‘rose apple’ 
a species of Syzygium which has been donated to the ABG.  
And figs! …there are four hundred fig varieties, all in pots, 
which we were told constitute an ‘Australian Fig Collection’. 
Joe works with school children, indigenous people, church 
groups, autistic children - they run workshops on soil 
improvement etc. and people from all over the world come 
to learn and work. On their first Open Garden one thousand 
people came through the gate. It was a fascinating experience 
to witness the enthusiasm, generosity and vision of Joe 
initially, and the expansion of his community garden concept 
that Andrew and others have subsequently embraced.

Libby Clapp

Andrew at Andrews Urban Farm.  
Photo Louise Fuller

The Adelaide Botanic Garden has a long association with 
the giant Amazon waterlily (Victoria amazonica). The second 
Director Dr Richard Schomburgk organized the heated  
Victoria House to house the waterlily and, when it first 
flowered in 1868, 30,000 people came to marvel at the 
spectacle. On a recent visit to the Royal Botanic Gardens at 
Kew, I was interested to learn that there are not one but  
three species of giant waterlily: V. amazonica, V. cruziana 
and, largest of all, V. boliviana. Kew scientists extracted DNA  
from living waterlilies of the three species as well as older 
material from dried Herbarium samples and their analyses 
showed that the three species were calculated to have 
diverged from a common ancestor about five million years 
ago. Interestingly some herbarium specimens previously 
identified as V. amazonica, proved to be V. boliviana.

The giant Bolivian waterlily was named as a new species by a 
team from Kew in 2022. Compared to the Amazon waterlily 
it has larger lily pads (3 m vs 2.5) and bigger seeds. The Santa 
Cruz waterlily has the smallest lily pads (2 m) and prefers 
cooler water than the other two species, but all three are 
similar in general appearance: giant lily pads, upturned leaf 
edges and large flowers which open white and fade to pink 
the following day.

Eileen Harvey

Giant Waterlilies

The Waterlily House Kew. Photo Eileen Harvey

It is with pleasure that we welcome the following new 
members of the Friends of the Botanic Gardens of Adelaide, 
as at 5th November 2025.

Ms K Harvey, Lenswood; Ms G Goldney, Unley; Ms M Eid, 
Kings Park; Ms P Hatch, Prospect; Mr N Newland, Malvern;  
Mr D Brown, Flagstaff Hill; Ms C Schutze, Mile End; Mr & Mrs 
N & J Grieve, North Adelaide; Ms L Cooper, Mermaid Waters 
and Mr B Mickelson & Dr E Schiller, Echunga.

New Members

Walking in the shade of the Moreton Bay figs. Photo Louise Fuller

Rose apple, Kew Gardens. Photo Eileen Harvey

Helen Hennessy in the main street of Gawler.  
Photo Louise Fuller

Moreton Bay fig avenue plaque.  
Photo Libby Clapp

Kadlitiya the Kaurna name for Gawler.  
Photo Helen Seamark
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For a small flowering Protea family member, Protea scolymocephala 
certainly has a long list of common names: thistle protea, thistle sugar 
bush, small green protea, scoly and in Afrikaans, kleingroentoos, 
witskolie and also on some plant order catalogues white mystic.  
No wonder it is best to use its botanical name which refers to the flower 
heads of Scolymus golden thistles in the daisy family, Asteraceae of the 
Mediterranean.

P. scolymocephala only grows to 0.5-1.5 m tall with a single main stem. 
The leaves are lime green, linear and curved outwards like an elongated 
spoon. The buds appearing in autumn are almost perfect globes.

The bracts covering the immature flower heads look like scales. When  
the colourful bracts open wide, they end up flat, even bending  
backwards exposing the tightly packed pollen presenting flowers.  
When the flowers have opened and been pollinated, the bracts close  
up again enclosing the developing seeds.

The flower heads, June to November, are yellowish green relatively small 
3.5-4.5 mm diameter, with outer bracts having contrasting flushes of 
red. The following fruits are persistent and fire resistant. Even though  
the mature plants are completely killed by wild fires the seeds will  
survive. They are released after the fires have passed and dispersed by 
wind.

The inflorescences are pollinated by birds and rodents. Mole rats are 
known to eat the proteoid roots.

The plants can be long lived, up to 20 years, and are endemic to the 
Western Cape. They prefer sandy flats and coastal lowlands, even on 
the beach.

In 2005 P. scolymocephala was assessed as being vulnerable but by 
2019 the South African Natural Biodiversity Institute (SANBI) had  
found the plant population was decreasing at such a rapid rate it was 
nearly endangered status. It was extinct in some areas. Urban expansion, 
agriculture (Rooibos tea), invasive vegetation (Australian acacias,  
A. longifolia and A. saligna) frequent wildfires, groundwater extraction 
and even increasing feeding by mole rats are threatening the northern 
species range.

Perhaps the florist industry will help save it from extinction as the 
flowers are ideal for posies, small arrangements and dry displays. Home 
gardeners too find the seeds germinate easily and semi hard wood 
cuttings propagate well. You can see it in the Wittunga Terrace Beds.

Helena Jenkinson

A Little Gem

Protea scolymocephala. Photo Helena Jenkinson

In the April 2009 edition of the Friends Gazette  
we published a photograph, taken by the late Rip 
Van Velsen, of a koala in the Adelaide Botanic 
Garden climbing up a broad-leaved paperbark tree. 

Leo Davis and I were strolling around the Main  
Lake at Mount Lofty Botanic Garden when a koala 
just ambled along and climbed up into a large 
ash tree growing alongside the road. I passed 
the information on to a number of visitors and  
our furry friend very quickly had a group of  
adoring public.

Ed McAlister

Many years ago, I worked at Mt Lofty Botanic 
Garden and was part of the weekend duty team.

One Sunday morning, a visitor flagged me down 
near the upper part of Fern Gully and asked if we 
had wild pigs in the Garden. He had an American 
accent and I assumed he was a tourist. After my 
initial assurance that pigs were not part of the feral 
animal population, I asked why he might have 
thought so.

I was then able to reassure him that, rather than 
a feral animal, the loud grunting sound was from 
a male koala. The look on his face suggested  
extreme scepticism until he realised I wasn’t  
pulling his leg.

Nicky Fidler

Sounds Of  
The Wild

Conference Highlights

Koala at Mount Lofty Botanic Garden. Photo Nicky Fidler

Some memorable moments from the 18th Australasian Botanic Garden Guides Conference. Photographs taken by Greg Lane.

Kangaroos at MLBG. Photo Matt Coulter
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It was AFL Gather Round Saturday, with 
lasses and lads playing footy everywhere 
within a long punt of Adelaide. Being 
warm for April, 34oC, I put off my foray 
to make measurements and records 
of some autumn orchid species till late 
in the day. Of course I’d forgotten that 
daylight saving had ended and arrived 
at the top of Morialta Conservation Park 
at 5:15pm, thinking I’d have plenty of 
light. At altitude the conditions were 
pleasant. Eriochilus collinus (parson’s 
bands), that I normally see in hearty 
flower till early June, were already dying 
off and were half or less their normal 
height. The tougher Corunastylis occidua 
(dark midge orchid), also half size, were 
rushing into fruit. Distracted by taking 
measurements, I looked up to see that 
it was nearing darkness. Minor panic set 
in but surely I’d be able to find my way 
back, a kilometre or so, along the lightly 
coloured meandering fire track. Then I 
spotted the full moon through the trees 
and a charming, relaxed amble back to 
my car was possible. The grey kangaroos 
either sensed how harmless I am or were 
weakened by lack of water and food 
(you will remember the record dry spell 
across autumn and early winter) because 
they barely glanced at me as I walked by 
just two metres away. I could not fathom 
what they were nibbling at. ‘But that’s 
not quite full, is it? Waxing or waning?’  
I often chatter out loud to the bush  
when alone. I’d left my phone at home. 
Would I remember to look it up? 

It turned out that the gibbous Easter 
moon, that evening, was still waxing,  
just, with the full moon moment, in 
Adelaide, being next morning at 9:32. 
And I was informed it was to be a pink 
moon. The moon was at its furthest  
from the Earth, apogee, so I expected a 
smaller full moon but why pink? Because, 
in that country then tariffing its way back 
to greatness, the April moon coincides 
with the early flowering of Phlox subulata 
(moss pink, creeping phlox, moss phlox), 
a matting species to about 12 cm high 
and 50 cm across. The Farmers’ Almanac, 
an annual US publication since 1818, 
and still going, names each full moon 
for some natural species or event; wolf, 
snow, corn, etc. This made some sense, 
in times when climate forecasts were less 
reliable than today and folk looked to 
experience and knowledge of seasons for 
guidance. I am reminded of the French 

Pink And Other Moons
Revolutionary Calendar used from 1793 to 1805, that had 12 months, each named 
principally for weather conditions normal around Paris at that time of year (Brumaire; 
foggy; on 18 Brumaire, 9 November 1799, you remember a bloodless coup installed 
Napoleon) or seasonal events (Germinal; germination). Motives were different to those 
driving the Almanac. In the French case there was a determination, in part at least, to 
remove all royalist and religious connotations from the calendar. 

Those going home around 8.30pm from the Twilight Friends Meeting in October, may 
have noticed the full moon. It was widely labelled by our local Americanised media  
as a Harvest Moon. Perhaps they were just Neil Young fans, for now at least, still a 
Canadian. I hope I am not encouraging these inappropriate American usages. 

It is a small indicator of the preferred habitat of some Phlox species that of our three 
Gardens, only that at Mt Lofty grows any. Currently there may be just one planting of 
a P. subulata cultivar at Mt Lofty and I’m told it is looking a little tired. Matt Coulter 
showed me plants doing well in pots, in the shade house, in anticipation of future 
plantings. Counter intuitively for a cold climate species, he said, they seemed unhappy  
in the cold of recent months, but are thriving now as they flower (see Matt’s photo). 
Some of you will know of my friend Helen McKerral, through her website about 
camping and hiking (followed worldwide) or her outstanding writing and photos in  
the ABC publication Organic Gardener. At one time she worked part-time in a local 
Garden Nursery and she remembers P. subulata cultivars ‘Rosea’, ‘Alba’ and ‘Purpurea’, 
selling out quickly. It is possible that you have one of these in your garden. Helen,  
a skilled experienced gardener, found her attempts to establish plants in her Crafers 
West garden did not succeed. She thinks this was because the clay soil was not the  
free draining type the species seems to need. I gather that the plants are no longer 
offered for sale. Phlox douglasii ‘Crackerjack’ can manage -10oC, not often encountered 
in our Hills, but more likely to occur in the species’ original habitat, in Oregon and 
Washington State, at 300 to 2,000 metres, on the Columbia Plateau.

The genus Phlox (family Polemoniaceae) was named by Linnaeus, in 1753, using the 
ancient Greek, phlóges, for flame, alluding to the intense colours found in the flowers  
of some species. The approximately 70 recorded species are found only in North  
America, apart from one in Siberia (P. sibirica).

For P. subulata, Linnaeus went to Latin; subulata means awl shaped. I had to look up 
the meaning of awl in 1956, then exactly 2000 years since that fateful March Ides,  
when studying Julius Caesar; all that I live by is with the awl. Readers may know of  
the awl as a hole-making tool, nowadays limited to holes in leather or timber rather 
than people I hope.

Species of the genus are annuals or perennials, with colours ranging from white across 
violet, blue, vibrant red and pink. Some, like P. subulata (introduced into gardens in  
the late 18th century), flower in spring, others in summer or autumn. They vary from 
mat-like plants a little over 10 cm high to erect species like P. paniculata growing to 
120 cm. Many are fragrant with, some say, P. subulata, smelling of Cannabis sativa, 
but few of us would recognise that of course. It is not surprising that some American 
butterfly species larvae feed on the plants, with one feeding exclusively on P. pilosa. 
Ground hogs, rabbits and deer are said to feed on them though I find American sites 
claiming P. paniculata 'Glamour Girl' and other varieties are resistant to both deer and 
rabbits; marketing hype?

Perennial species and cultivars are normally propagated from stem cuttings, division 
of clumps and from seed. In contrast, the Texan species P. drummondii (annual or 
Drummond’s phlox) is always grown from seed.

My thanks go to Matt Coulter who was generous in assisting me with information  
about Phlox in our Gardens and for a photo of plants in the nursery. Your gratitude is 
due to him for his supervising the quality propagation work that provides plants for  
all three Gardens and the plants you purchase from The Friends outlets.

Leo DavisP. subulata flowering in pots, Mt Lofty BG Nursery. Photo Matt Coulter

P. subulata flower. Photo Leo Davis

Friends Office 
Email Address
Please note the Friends Office 
has a new email address. You can 
contact Dianne on:

info@friendsbgadelaide.com

We offer our sincere congratulations 
to the Gardens on their success in 
the 2025 South Australia Tourism 
Awards on winning a Gold Award 
in the Major Tourism Attraction 
category, a Gold Award for  
Tourism Marketing and Campaigns 
for the Chihuly Glass Exhibition 
and a Bronze Award in the Major 
Festivals and Events category.

Well done to all concerned.

Stop 
Press!

The winning team at SA Tourism 
Awards. Photo courtesy of TICSA 
(Tourism Industry Council SA)

Scarfe drinking fountain decorated with 
flowers. Photo Greg Lane
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Some people, unimpressed by a plant which has almost secret flowers, would 
pass by a low growing tangle of foliage, distracted by showier blooms. However, 
there are often surprisingly beautiful and interesting flowers to be had on closer 
inspections if we just slow down instead of rushing by. One such plant at Wittunga 
is a member of the Protea family from Western Australia.

Banksia fraseri var. ashbyi is endemic to a wide area of WA; from Kalbarri in 
the north to Cranbrook in the south and as far inland as Kellerberri. It grows 
in shrubland, woodland and kwongan plant communities and is one of the five 
varieties of Banksia fraseri in the coastal areas of its range. ‘ashbyi’ is named 
for Edwin Ashby, the first owner of Wittunga, who had collected this variety  
and was growing it at Wittunga before it was recognized as a variant.

Charles Frazer, who became the original superintendent of the Sydney Botanic 
Gardens, collected it during the James Stirling-led 1827 expedition exploring the 
Swan River. However, it wasn’t until three years later that it was described by 
Robert Brown as Dryandra fraseri (‘Dryandra’ named after Jonas Dryandra who 
was Banks’ librarian before Brown).

In February 2007 Mast and Thiele transferred all Dryandra species into Banksia.  
Not a popular transfer in some people’s opinion.

This variety is a low prostrate shrub with a lignotuber about 1 metre long.  
The young stems are covered in a mat of coarse hairs which disappear as it ages. 
The linear pinnatisect leaves (lobes deeply incised and separated) are almost 
fernlike but tough. They are fine and up to 10 cm long.

The hidden flowers are in the dome-shaped head at the end of the branches. 
The head is composed of 80-100 densely packed pollen presenters surrounded  
by short narrow tapering bracts. In my mind more akin to proteas than banksias. 
The perianth is made up of four united tepals fused with anthers and with a long 
wiry pistil. It is 24-28 mm long and pink or cream in colour.

After flowering, if fertilized, a woody follicle is embedded in the woody base of  
the flower head with two winged seeds.

It is not grown horticulturally to any great extent except by Australian plant 
enthusiasts. It does not do well in wet or humid summers and can become untidy 
with age, but does react well to pruning. Propagation is easy from seed and 
cuttings. It grows well as a rockery specimen as long as drainage is good.

We are told a way to cope with a busy world is to ‘stop and smell the roses’.

Perhaps we should also stop and take time to look for the hidden gems in nature.

This plant grows in Wittunga Botanic Garden, be sure to search it out.

Helena Jenkinson 

A Hidden Treasure

Banskia fraseri. Photo Helena Jenkinson

Book Review
The Amazing Case of Dr Ward

Text by Jackie Kerin and Illustrations 
by Tull Suwannakit. Published by Ford  
Street Publishers, Melbourne.

Hard Back. 32 pages and end papers.  
Full colour, watercolour and coloured 
pencils. Recommended price $27.95

This beautifully illustrated book, suitable 
for young readers (8 to 12), tells the 
story of how, starting from his dreams 
as a young boy, medical practitioner,  
Dr Nathaniel Ward, solved the problems 
of bringing plants from faraway places  
to his home in London. His solution, 
based upon his observation of a fern 
sprouting in a closed glass bottle, in 
which he was keeping a moth cocoon, 
led to the construction of a glass sided 
case. This case named after him as the 
Wardian Case, changed the transporting 
of exotic plants around the world.

Prior to this development most plants 
died during the long sea journeys. At 
its height during the 19th century, 
literally thousands of Wardian Case 
were constructed and facilitated the 
development of many botanic and other 
private gardens around the world.

The book, which would make an excellent 
Christmas or birthday present for any 
young budding naturalist is available in 
the Friends Gift Shop.

For more information on this important 
development Members can read the 
excellent article by Leo Davis on page 
53 of the December 2016 edition of the 
Friends Gazette.

Ed McAlister

Appealing front cover. Photo Ed McAlister

Perhaps it is a sign of getting old, but often when I pass 
‘Cascade’ the glass sculpture at the southern end of the 
Bicentennial Conservatory, I allow myself an inner smile, 
perhaps even a sense of satisfaction. In 1988 I was sent up 
to Brisbane to attend the Brisbane Expo, to decide if we 
should accept the offer of the gift of ‘Cascade’, a sculpture 
by a young artist by the name of Sergio Redegalli. Probably 
one of the easiest decisions I have ever had to make when  
I recommended to the Board that we accept the gift.

My memory tells me that we had to pay $6,000 to have it 
brought down to Adelaide, a reasonable sum. Then the 
matter of locating it and having an appropriate water body  
in which to display it. The sculpture was donated by  
Pilkington Glass company and was designed in conjunction 
with SA Engineering and Water Supply Department 
with some advice from Professor Robert Culver of the 
University of Adelaide. By the time the pool and associated 
plumbing was finished, and the brick paving around it was  
completed, I think the whole project came in at around 
$125,000. That seems like a lot of money but, it has added 
a dramatic feature to that large open area and has obviously 
been admired by millions of people in the last 36 years.

Ed McAlister

Reminiscences

Cascade. Photo Eileen Harvey

Notice Of  
General Meeting
The next General Meeting of the Friends of the Botanic 
Gardens of Adelaide will be held in the Lecture Theatre, 
Goodman Building, Adelaide Botanic Garden at 7.15pm 
on Tuesday 3rd of February 2026. Full details of this 
meeting will be provided in a future Newsletter.

The 2025 Annual General Meeting of the Friends of the  
Botanic Gardens of Adelaide took place on 12th November, 
with President, Greg Lane in charge. After welcoming  
members and recording apologies, he proceeded with the 
business part of the meeting. The minutes of the 2024  
AGM having been circulated were accepted as a correct 
record. At this point Treasurer Ann Matison gave a summary 
of the Financial Report and mentioned a few highlights (the  
Financial Report will be forwarded to Members). Similarly  
after the President had mentioned a few highlights, his 
President’s Report was also accepted. Greg congratulated 
the Director, Board and staff on their success in the recent  
SA Tourism Awards (see details elsewhere in this edition). 

At this point the President called upon Director, Michael  
Harvey to officiate at the election of Officers and Committee. 
Before doing so the Director thanked the Friends for their 
support and mentioned the fact that Ryan Sims had been 
recognised as the Volunteer Coordinator of the year.  
The Director then proceeded to deal with the election and 
each appointment was greeted with acclamation. (See inside 
cover of Gazette for details). The next item of business was 
the awarding of Service Awards, of which there were three. 
Dr Margaret Davy AM, Ms Sandra Johnston and Ms Gracie 
Scott, all were taken by surprise and their nominations were 
well received.

The business part of the meeting being concluded, we 
were then treated to an excellent, illustrated, talk from Dr 
Phil Ainsley, Chief Executive of Zoos SA. Dr Ainsley spoke 
about the various conservation programs in which Zoos SA 
is involved, both at home and abroad. Of course there was 
mention of giant pandas and elephants! Dr Ainsley briefly 
touched on plans for both Adelaide Zoo and Monarto  
Safari Park, focussing on new accommodation at Monarto.

Phil’s talk was well-received and engendered some good 
questions. Following a vote of thanks and a presentation to 
him he was asked to draw the raffle prizes, bringing to an end 
a most enjoyable meeting.

The evening concluded with a light supper provided by the 
Friends Committee.

Ed McAlister 

Report On Annual 
General Meeting

A surprised Margaret Davy receiving her Service Award from 
President Greg Lane. Photo Leo Davis
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Future Events 2026

In addition to knowing that you are assisting the Gardens achieve their stated 
aims, you will also receive two issues each year of the Friends Gazette and regular  
Newsletters. In addition you will be able to attend lunch-time, evening and late-
afternoon meetings featuring specialist speakers on garden and plant-related topics. 
You will have opportunities to participate in daytime outings and interstate and  
overseas tours to gardens, conferences and other related events. Your membership will 
also include concession admission prices to BGSH events.

Discounts are offered on selected purchases at participating plant nurseries, garden 
centres and retail outlets as follows:
• The Conservatory - 80 Unley Road, Unley - 10% discount on plants
• created2print - 3 Thompson Street, Dry Creek - 15% discount
• The Diggers Shop - Adelaide Botanic Garden - 10% discount
• �Flowers Everywhere - 108 Marion Road, Unit 1, Brooklyn Park 8443 9974 and  

Shop 2/121 Mawson Lakes Boulevard, Mawson Lakes 8349 8188 or order online at 
flowerseverywhere.com.au (use discount coupon code FRIENDSBGSA) - 10% discount

• �Frame Works - Shop 4, 84 Glen Osmond Road, Parkside 0460 366 897 or  
amelita@frameworksplusgifts.com - 10% discount for Members and 20% discounts 
for members of the Botanical Art Group

• �The Garden Depot - 14 Secker Rd, Mount Barker 8391 6262 - 10% discount on plants
• Heyne’s Nurseries - 278 The Parade, Beulah Park - 10% discount
• Newmans Nursery - 1361 North East Road, Tea Tree Gully - 10% discount on plants
• Neutrog - For details contact Friends Office - Members discount
• �SeaLink - 13 13 01 or https://www.sealink.com.au/botanic-gardens/  

(use promotional code BOTANICGARDENS) - 10% off fares and experiences

Use your membership card and save!

Benefits Of Membership  
Of The Friends Of BGA  February

3	� General Meeting, 7.15pm, 
Goodman Building

March
22	� Plant Sale at Mt Lofty Botanic 

Garden, 10.30am-1.30pm

22	� to 27 March 
Melbourne Flower and Garden 
Show Tour

April
10	�� Articles due for next Gazette

21	�� General Meeting, 5.30pm, 
Goodman Building

26	� Plant Sale at Mt Lofty Botanic 
Garden, 10.30am-1.30pm

May
5	�� General Meeting, 12noon, 

Goodman Building 

24	� Plant Sale at Mt Lofty Botanic 
Garden, 10.30am-1.30pm

June
28	� Plant Sale at Mt Lofty Botanic 

Garden, 10.30am-1.30pm

	 Mahjong in North Lodge
	 Every Monday, 10am-1pm

	 Book Club in North Lodge
	� 1st and 3rd Mondays,  

1.30pm-3pm

	 Hands on Hort
	�� Adelaide - meet at  

Schomburgk Pavilion 
Every Tuesday 9am-11am

	� Mt Lofty - meet at Rock Garden  
First Thursday of the month 9am

	� Wittunga - meet at Admin 
Every Tuesday 9am-12noon

Next Issue...
If you would like to submit an 
article for the next Gazette 
then please email your article 
(in a Word document) and 
photographs (as jpegs with  
file size >1MB) to Dianne at 
info@friendsbgadelaide.com 
by Friday 10th April 2026.

Membership Renewal Reminder
Memberships are due at the end of the year and can be renewed online...  
it's easy, just go to.. https://friendsbgadelaide.com/renew

At the moment in the Adelaide Botanic Garden, apart from all the usual things  
which are there, there are two other opportunities to treat your visual senses. The first 
is the exhibition 'Wildlife Photographer of the Year' compiled by the Natural History 
Museum in London, on loan to the Gardens and being displayed in the Bicentennial 
Conservatory. From the more than 60,000 submitted there are 100 stunning  
photographs and a couple of videos which will amaze and enthral you and they are  
well worth a visit. At only $12.00 ($10.00 Concession) children of 12 and under free,  
it is well worth a visit.

As if that weren’t enough, we have on display in the Museum of Economic Botany 
a selection of paintings on loan from the Singapore Museum and Art Gallery.  
The exhibition with the title ‘Tails From the Coast’ consists of a selection, from a much 
larger collection held in Singapore, of nineteenth century paintings of animals and 
plants. The rendering of these animal paintings, in particular, is somewhat different 
from what we are used to. Admission is free.

Both Exhibitions will be in the Garden until the end of January and have souvenir 
merchandise available, making it possible to purchase a memento of two most 
interesting, but very different, experiences. 

Ed McAlister

Spoiled For Choice


