A Self-Guided Walk August-September 2026 WITTUNGA

There is a PDF of this walk at https://www.friendsbgadelaide.com Select the Interest Groups Tab >
Garden Tours and scroll down to Wittunga Self-Guided Walks. Zoom to fit the screen of your tablet or
phone as necessary.
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Diospyros scabrida Hard-leaved monkey plum Eastern Cape, South Africa
On either side of the path to the Terrace Beds (A) are several compact, rounded shrubs with glossy, dark-green
leaves. New growth is often bronze-red, or at least has a tinge of red from the coppery hairs. Slow-growing,
hardy and dense, Diospyros scabrida responds well to regular clipping and is suitable for hedging (1a) or for the
Japanese cloud pruning (1b) opposite the end of the path from the car park. In the eastern Cape it grows in
scrub on rocky outcrops and mountain slopes. When allowed to flower, small white or cream flowers appear on
separate male and female plants. The sepals of female flowers eventually grow around their berry-like fruits.

Chasmanthe floribunda African flag, suurkanol Cape Province, South Africa
The largest and most floriferous species of a genus native to the winter-rainfall area of the Cape, suurkanol is a
popular garden plant. However, just as some Australian natives (eg hakeas, wattles, eucalypts) are pests in
South Africa, this attractive species from the iris family has become an environmental weed in parts of Australia.
Underground corms, seed, and dumped garden waste can all contribute to its spread. For some, however, the
leaves are very useful for basket-making, for weaving lightweight hats, and for making 2-ply cord and plaits.

Agathosma ovata False buchu South Africa
On the path near a naming sign for Protea, is a compact, aromatic shrub from the citrus family. The leaves are
dotted with oil glands which release a distinctive fragrance when bruised - for example by gently running fingers
along a branchlet. On a warm to hot day, oil from the glands may form a layer of vapour around the leaves, a
barrier thought to reduce the rate of water loss. Small, white to pink, star-shaped flowers can appear from late
winter to spring. The name of the genus is derived from the Greek ‘agathos’ (good), and ‘osme’ (smell).

Protea cynaroides King protea, giant protea Fynbos of the Cape Province
Behind the naming sign is a king protea, the national flower of South Africa. Most mature plants only reach a
height of 1 to 2 m, but the flowerheads are the largest in the genus, and much-prized by the cut flower industry.
In its native range, the many small flowers inside the large colourful bracts are pollinated by sunbirds and sugar-
birds when probing for nectar. Seed set is low in the nutrient-poor fynbos, but this species can also regenerate
from dormant buds in a buried lignotuber after fire. Many other proteas in these beds were in flower in late July.

Erica discolor Two-colour heath Western Cape, South Africa
A common, widespread and highly variable species with many forms which grow on coastal mountain slopes and
coastal plains in the south and southwest of the Cape Province. The epithet discolor refers to the change in
colour along the floral tube. It is mainly pollinated by sunbirds which have to insert their beaks through a ring of
anthers in the tube to reach the nectar, and hence carry pollen to the sticky stigmas other flowers. It is one of
many species of Erica in the Terrace beds (A) and Fynbos beds (F), a collection begun by Keith Ashby who
donated Wittunga to the people of South Australia in 1965.

Euryops pectinatus Grey-leaved or golden euryops Endemic to the Western Cape, South Africa
Grey-leaved euryops is a member of the daisy family (Asteraceae) with each flowerhead a composite of up to 18
golden-yellow ray florets surrounding 40-100 tiny disc florets. Its native habitat is the rocky sandstone slopes in
the south-west, from Gifberg to the Cape Peninsula, where it flowers nearly all year round, especially when
grown in full sun. It is named partly for its soft, grey-green foliage, with deeply-divided, comb-like (pectinate)
leaves, adding to its popularity as a garden plant.

Pomaderris obcordata Wedge-leaf pomaderris Eyre and Yorke Peninsulas, Southeast and KI.
Wedge-leaf pomaderris, from the family Rhamnaceae, is endemic to South Australia. A low, compact shrub on
limestone or sandy soils in mallee scrub or heath, its branchlets are densely-covered with simple & star-shaped
hairs, the latter also forming a woolly tomentum on the underside of the leaves. The flowers are white to pink
and are borne in umbel-like groups on the ends of branches. Flowering is prolific but, according to one source,
may not last long. This species has no petals, the colour and texture of the sepals providing the display.

Acacia denticulosa Sandpaper wattle South-west WA
Just past the seat on a path leading to a dead tree, (left standing as a future source of hollows for fauna), is an
unusual acacia well-worth growing in a dry garden just for its foliage. The phyllodes have very wavy, toothed
margins, and are covered in minute glandular, conical outgrowths, giving them a rough and sticky feel. When in
flower it has long spikes of tiny yellow flowers, like a small, dense bottlebrush, rather than the more familiar
acacia pompoms. In the last days of July, buds at the base of the spikes were just beginning to open.

Leptospermum sericeum Esperance tea-tree, silver tea-tree Endemic to south-west WA
Silver tea-tree is named for the silvery-hairs on young foliage, but as leaves age these reflecting hairs are often
lost. It grows in shallow soil in the crevices of granite outcrops near Esperance and on nearby islands, where it
tolerates high winds and salt-spray. The species is also frost-hardy and valued as an ornamental for its foliage
and prolific flowering at this time of year. If its flowering is delayed, there are many other species in flower in the
WA heath beds. It was described and named by Jacques Labillardiére in 1806, but in 2023 was moved to
another genus and renamed Leptospermopsis sericea (to which you may be redirected in an online search).
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G - Butterfly garden

This leaflet has been prepared by volunteer Garden Guides from the
Friends of the Botanic Gardens of Adelaide. For more information
about the Friends go to https://friendsbgadelaide.com

Photos from Wittunga except for Erica discolor and Pomaderris obcordata




