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  FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Many Friends activities have started, or are about to restart for 2026. 

The Friends Committee is working on improving efficiency of operation, 

have projects to review our Constitution, and the membership process.  

I look forward to seeing you in the Gardens or speaking to you in 

whatever capacity you are able to contribute. The best way to assist most 

is to take an active interest in Friends activities and keep in touch to 

keep abreast of where the need may be to fill in any volunteer gaps.  

Dianne has been with us for 6 months now and enjoyed gradually getting 

to know members. As your details change please help to keep 

membership up to date.   

Greg Lane 

 

 

 

 

MEMBER MEETING 
 
 

Guest Speaker – Dr Andrew Barham Black 
 

TUESDAY 3RD FEBRUARY | 7:15PM 
LECTURE THEATRE, GOODMAN BUILDING 

Don’t miss our First 

Members Meeting   

for 2026! 

We are delighted to welcome Dr 

Andrew Barham Black, a highly 

respected Ornithological expert 

and Honorary researcher at the 

South Australian Museum, as our 

guest speaker.  

 

 PG.5  

The Director  
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(above) Helen Milne far left and Gill Simons far right 

celebrating their contribution to the Guides over the years 

 

 

Despite the overwhelming pressure of the highly 

anticipated flowering of the Amorphophallus titan (titan 

arum) on the horticultural staff, three key staff members 

spoke at the January meeting. Lilith Tremmery, Dieter 

Streich and Tyler Rogers. It was a valuable exchange for the 

Guides to learn about the current and ongoing challenges 

the staff face in managing old and new collections.  

 

 

 

           GARDEN GUIDES OUT AND ABOUT 

Henry  

Krichauff 

(right) 

enjoying his 

90th 

Birthday  

celebrations 

with the 

Garden 

Guides, as 

part of their 

Christmas 

Break-up 

celebrations

. 

 

Three guides in the peak of 

‘smellavision’, from left Margaret 

Swincer, Ange Toone and Jane Austin 

The Guides put on a splendid feast for the December 

breakup meeting at Wittunga Botanic Garden. 

Worth celebrating was the successful 18th 

Australasian Botanic Guides Conference hosted by 

the Adelaide Guides. 

Another celebration was the 90th birthday of still 

very much active Guide, Henry Krichauff, an 

inspiration to us all. It pleasing to have in a photo 

from that day, two Guides who on that day, or soon 

after, reluctantly retired from guiding. Gill Simons, 

on the far-right, has been a tireless worker for the 

Friends, and on the far-left is Helen Milne a stalwart 

of the Mt Lofty Garden. We acknowledge their 

immense contribution, value their friendship and 

wish them well.  

 

 

A number of the Guides 

supported the Gardens 

cope with the titan arum’s 

protracted flowering. The 

public expressed 

appreciation for the efforts 

made by the Gardens’ staff 

and volunteers, and that of 

the Friends volunteers. The 

excitement generated by 

the titan was infectious. 

Night time duty by Andrew 

Key 

Sonya Stirling in the lead-up 

to flowering 

Queue 

from the 

Friends 

Gate on 

Saturday 

morning 
24/01/2026  

Margaret Swincer  
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  BOTANIC PHOTO GROUP  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our new year begins on Saturday 7th February,   

12-4pm, in the Goodman lecture theatre.                         

We look forward to catching up with fellow artists 

and welcoming new members to share in our 

creative endeavours. If you are in the Gardens on a 

Saturday, you are most welcome to pop in and see 

us at work.                                                                    

We continue to support The Gift shop, North 

Lodge, a range of framed, unframed original 

artworks and greeting cards for sale, the perfect                           

gift! Sandra Johnston           

          

The Botanical Photography Group enjoyed a final 

photoshoot for the year in the Adelaide Botanic 

Garden on Friday December 12. There was a 

gratifying attendance, despite the warmth of the 

day, we celebrated the Christmas season with an 

enjoyable lunch at the Evergreen Cafe. 

2025 was a very 

satisfying year for 

the Group, with 

highlights including 

the wonderful 

Chihuly Exhibition, 

and a special visit to 

the gardens of 

Ukaria in Mount 

Barker. 

Photo by  

 

Cactus Flower by Geoff Mower 

 

In the 

second half 

of the year 

we 

commenced 

an on-line 

presence, 

thanks to IT-

literate 

member 

Don Clifton.  

 Please visit our new Instagram page: 

https://www.instagram.com/fbgaphotography/ 

Our meetings will recommence on February 13, 

with an image-sharing session in the Goodman 

Building Lecture Theatre. We look forward to an 

interesting and rewarding year, in which we hope 

to expand our Instagram impact! We are also 

looking forward to the preparation of the 2027 

FBGA calendar.                                                               

If you are interested in seeing what we get up to, 

please contact Dianne in the Friends’ Office on 

8222 9367, or email info@friendsbgadelaide.com 

Geoff Mower and Anna Lester 

 BOTANIC ART GROUP  

 
You may have noticed the 

Australasian Grebe Nesting in 

Wetlands Lake. Tachybaptus 

novaehollandiae construct 

floating nests, anchored mounds 

of aquatic vegetation (above left) 

 

10-01 & 02-02-2026 by Fran Mussared Photography @franmuzz 

Plants of the month There is still much pleasure to 

be had with the Adelaide Garden self-guided walk. 

For example, two varied members of the mango-

cashew family feature: Pistacia vera ‘Sirora’, 

pistachios catch the imagination of those walking 

to the Hackney Gate (plus I’ve caught some 

sampling!); and Cotinus coggyria cultivars impress 

in the Mediterranean Garden.  

 

Sadness on the loss of the Afrocarpus on the path 

approaching the Adelaide depot (above).        

Margaret Swincer 

 

The 3 eggs have 

hatched, over the 

weekend! Visit Fran’s 

Instagram for more 

photos. 

Cactus Flower by Geoff Mower 

Margaret Swincer 

https://www.instagram.com/fbgaphotography/
mailto:info@friendsbgadelaide.com
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Friends Office  

Tuesday & Wednesday 9am 

to 4.30pm  

Thursday 9:30am to 2pm  

Friday 9:30am to 12:30pm  

P 8222 9367   

www.friendsbgadelaide.com   

info@friendsbgadelaide.com  

Goodman Building, ABG, 

North Tce Adelaide, SA 

 

 NORTH LODGE 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October -

November saw 

4,575 visitors 

through the Gift 

Shop! 

                                        

 

I was looking for Christmas present 
inspiration in the North Lodge 
shop, and found Diary of a Marine 
Biologist. 
My recipients were a 9 year old 
boy and a 13 year old girl 
The format is deceptively simple 
and not overly-wordy with 
illustrations that the kids found 
attractive and easy to follow. 
Each day (of a week) covered a 
different aspect of ocean life and 
its creatures 
Proper names of creatures were 
used, with descriptions, as well as 
“FUN FACTS “ without trivialising or 
dumbing down 
My 13 year old felt very 
comfortable with all the ideas and 
concepts introduced, and 
spontaneously volunteered that 
she went in search of more 
information after reading each 
chapter. 
Anita Thomas, a South Australian 
author and real-life marine 
biologist was awarded the Royal 
Zoological Society of NSW Whitley 
Award in the category of best 
Australasian Zoological Literature 
for Children’s Investigative Zoology 
and can be found in the North 
Lodge Shop. Marg Davy 

 

 

BOOK REVIEW 

Diary of a 

Marine 

Biologist 
By Anita Thomas and Sarah Wilkinson 

Usual activities continued in North Lodge during November and December, with 

the exception of an informal Shop Volunteers’ get-together held on 23 November. 

This was well attended, very successful, and there was certainly no shortage of 

food.                                                                                                                                        

In December, Gill Muller and I met with Rhianna Pezzaniti and two representatives 

from the Slingsby Theatre Company to discuss arrangements for their two-month 

use of North Lodge. This arrangement has been satisfactory so far.                          

The Gift Shop traded very well in December, recording our second-highest month 

of the year. January sales may have been higher had we not needed to close for 

several days due to hot weather. At the end of December, $397.30 was forwarded 

to the BGSH for consignment book sales, a modest amount, but undoubtedly 

useful. 

 

 

Attendance records for October–

December 2025 show 4,575 visitors 

to the Shop: 1,823 in October, 1,235 

in November and 1,517 in December. 

Allowing for closure days, this 

averages around 50 visitors per day. 

Not all visits result in sales, as 

volunteers also provide advice, 

information, and promote Garden 

exhibitions and events. 

transactions are electronic.                                                                                                                      

A 10% discount was introduced in October for Guides Conference attendees and 

Shop Volunteers, and extended in late December to Friends members and BGSH 

staff. Uptake has been gradual, with only a few people per day currently using 

the discount, though this is expected to increase over time. Preliminary 

discussions have also been held with Rhianna Pezzaniti and Dr Peter Dean 

regarding the sale of unsold Chihuly merchandise returned from the Jam Factory, 

and some of these items will soon reappear in the Shop. I again thank the Shop 

Volunteers for their ongoing support, and the Shop Committee; Gill Muller, 

Margaret Davy, Ann Matison, Sandra Johnston, Gracie Scott and Helen Halley for 

their assistance. A special thank you to Gill Muller for her outstanding work, 

which is greatly appreciated.                                                                                          

Ed McAlister 

 

 

Daily visitor numbers varied significantly, from 14 on 

a wet day to 166 on a busy day, with no direct 

correlation between visitor numbers and sales. 

Annual Square data shows 4,762 transactions for the 

year. Sunday remains our strongest trading day, 

October our best month, and peak sales time is 

between 1.00pm and 2.00pm. Approximately 80% of 

http://www.friendsbgadelaide.com/
mailto:info@friendsbgadelaide.com
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This week I just wanted to post a message of sincere appreciation to 

all the Friends and volunteers who assisted us with the flowering of 

our latest Titan Arum, christened "Smellanie" by the BGSH team. 

Every time we have one of these unique plants on display in full 

bloom it seems to become a bigger and bigger event and this year 

was no exception. The use of an online live stream of the whole 

blooming process and some excellent pre-planning and a lively and 

inventive media and social media campaign resulted in huge 

community interest. We saw between 6,000 and 7,000 visitors over 

two-day event and, given we lost a total of ten hours' display time 

across Saturday and Sunday afternoons due to the extreme heat, this 

was an outstanding effort. 

 

 

Botanic Gardens’ 

volunteers and staff 

supporting the titan 

arum flowering event 

photos by Ryan Sims, 

BGSH Volunteers 

Coordinator 

Titan arum photo by 

Matt Coulter 

The event 

saw 

between 

6,000 and 

7,000 

visitors 

Our staff, Friends and volunteers 

worked incredibly well together - with 

people queueing for 2-3 hours we 

needed assistance in so many aspects 

of the program - from queue 

management, activity supervision, 

selfie-wrangling, donation-seeking and 

snack-supplying!  

 

Our staff, Friends and 

volunteers worked 

incredibly well 

together 

their time and expertise to support the staff                                                   

and keep the event running smoothly was                                                 

magnificent and I thank you all! 

With best wishes, 

Michael H 

 

 

We waived all fees to the 

Conservatory, so were relying 

entirely on donations to recover 

the costs of the event, and early 

indications are that the 

community has been very 

generous. The generosity of 

Friends and volunteers in giving 

 

 

Ryan (BGSH), Vyta (BGSH Vol), Margaret, 

Angela (both Friends Vol) & Jane (BGSH 

Vol) 

Merilyn liaising with visitors 

Alex (BGSH) 

Michael speaking with Visitors 

 Mahjong                                          

Come along and join the Group at 

North Lodge                                     

Every Monday                                       

10-1pm                                                      

Call June on 0438220043 for more 

information 

Want more… 

 
Book Clubs                   

First Monday of Month   

1:30pm North Lodge                 

Facilitator: Judy Stacey                                

Or                                           

Third Monday of the Month                                     

1:30pm North Lodge              

Facilitator: Helen Jenkinson

                              

 

Botanic Art Group                     

First meeting for 2026       

Saturday 7th February                       

12-4pm                                           

Goodman lecture theatre.                                   

 

Friends Office  

Tuesday & Wednesday 9am 

to 4.30pm  

Thursday 9:30am to 2pm  

Friday 9:30am to 12:30pm  

P 8222 9367   

www.friendsbgadelaide.com   

info@friendsbgadelaide.com  

Goodman Building, ABG, 

North Tce Adelaide, SA 

 

THE DIRECTOR 


