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Friends of the Botanic
Gardens of Adelaide Inc.

A non-profit body, founded on
November 8, 1977, to foster,
advocate for and promote the
botanical, educational, scientific,
cultural and conservation
efforts of the Botanic Gardens
and State Herbarium of South
Australia in its three sites, the
Gardens of Adelaide, Mount
Lofty and Wittunga, by, amongst
other things:

e furnishing practical assistance
and volunteer labour to
maintain those Gardens and
their diverse facilities

e providing education and
information to visitors,
including guided tours of
the Gardens

e assisting at the range of
community events held in
the Gardens and elsewhere

* raising and donating funds
for Garden projects

Views expressed in this Gazette
are not necessarily those of the
Committee of the Friends of the
Botanic Gardens of Adelaide Inc.
nor of the Board of the Botanic
Gardens. SSN 0155 3028
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Wittunga Survivors

| am sure most gardeners, new or
experienced, have been assessing what
has survived well in their gardens after
one of the hottest, driest summers in
Adelaide.

At the end of February, | enjoyed a walk
around Wittunga Botanic Garden to see
what plants managed not only to survive
the scorching heat but still looked lush
and green. | wasn't expecting many
flowers before the rain came on February
28 and, except the pink belladonna lilies
and dark blue Agapanthas africanus, that
was the case.

| noted six plants that showed no signs
of scorching and stress and looked as
healthy as if it had been mild weather.

Diospyros scabrida,

South Africa

With its dark, glossy, tightly packed
foliage, Diospyros scabrida is a ‘standout’
at Wittunga. A South African native, | am
surprised it is not more widely planted
in South Australian home gardens. It can
be pruned hard to any shape; the bright
red tips of new growth in spring make
it an attractive plant all year.

Eucalyptus forrestiana, fuchsia gum,
Western Australia

A compact tree to about 6 m, Eucalyptus
forrestiana would make an excellent
specimen tree in a water-wise garden.
When not flowering, the red buds and
seed capsules give its common name
as they resemble the South American
fuchsia flowers. As its natural habitat
is clay soils it is well suited to areas of
Adelaide.

Calochilus villosus, woolly net bush,
Western Australia

Although not showing its wonderful
blood-red claw flowers, | was impressed
by how healthy the foliage was looking.
This particular plant is growing in an
area of Wittunga that relies on rainfall
only.

Banksia baueri, possum banksia

or teddy bear, Western Australia

Only a relatively young plant, this
specimen in the Western Australia
Heath Beds is showing a lot of velvety
new growth and the formation of many
stunning woolly flower heads. It would
make an interesting feature plant in well
drained soil or as a pot plant.
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Fuchsia gum. Photo Helena Jenkinson

Leucadendron argenteum,

silver tree, South Africa

Endangered in the wild, this South
African beauty is unfortunately often
short lived. However, at Wittunga,
though a few have inexplicably died over
the years, specimens in the Terrace Beds
have done well this summer.

Carissa sp, Africa, Australia, Asia

The rich, glossy, waxy dense green foliage
of carissa has shown no sign of stress over
summer. These specimens are growing

Silver tree. Photo Helena Jenkinson

as a ground cover/low hedge in the staff
car park. They have flowered continually
all year and the white flowers and bright
red fruit contrast with the foliage. They
receive no supplementary watering.

Of course, there are lots of other plants
that not only survived but flourished,
including melaleucas, salvias and most
leucospermums, all keeping Wittunga
looking good even in the hottest of
summers.

Helena Jenkinson



Editorial

Members will be pleased to hear that,
as mentioned in the recent Newsletter,
it has been decided to return to the
situation of producing four copies of
this Gazette each year, rather than the
two which was mooted. The reason for
the former decision was predominantly
two-fold. Firstly to reduce the cost of
running the organisation and secondly,
by removing the reports of the different
groups from the Gazette and having
them in a greater number of Newsletters,
the information they contained would
be more timely.

Apparently this decision to reduce the
number of Gazettes was not welcomed
by the Members at large and it has been
reversed. It is pleasing for the Gazette
team to note the obvious popularity of
the publication.

It is perhaps timely to remind Members
that the membership fee, which is
charged, does not come anywhere near
the cost of operating the organisation.
In fact, the income from the Gift
Shop represents a larger amount than
membership fees. We are also heavily
dependent on money raised by the
Guides, Growing Group, the Tours
Group, the valuable contributions
from the Photography Group and Art
Group, in addition to donations from
Members. We try to avoid using the
money from our investments to run the
organisation, preferring to see it used
to provide scholarships and gifts to the
Gardens each year.

For their fees, Members still get six
lectures each year from excellent
speakers, two of which lectures are
‘wine and cheese’ events and a supper
after the Annual General Meeting.
In addition Members receive discounts
at various organisations, including two
travel companies and a discounted
price to BGSH events, not to mention
10% discount in the Friends Gift Shop.

All this in addition to having the
opportunity to mix with like-minded
people and the pleasure of supporting
the Botanic Gardens which we all love
so well.

| look forward to meeting many of you
in the Gardens, at our lectures and,
perhaps even in our Gift Shop!

Sincerely Yours.

Ed McAlister

From The Director

Dear Friends,

It's been another great summer for the Gardens, as we followed the amazing
Chihuly project of 2024/25 with a trial of a new summer evenings program,
Gather in the Garden and a range of very well received art and photography
exhibitions, plus a wonderful children’s theatre project by the Slingsby Theatre
Co. The ’high' point of the summer was undoubtedly the blooming of our
titan arum, christened ‘Smellanie’, - presented with the help of the Friends and
Volunteers who stuck-out the heat and the late nights, to ensure as many people
as possible could see and smell the flower - thank you all so much. As | write
this in mid April, I have received an email telling me that we have just picked up
a media story about ‘Smellanie’ originating from Sweden, so the fame has truly
spread far and wide!

As we arrive at another autumn,
with the mild weather and
spectacular colours bringing
more visitors to experience our
fabulous Gardens, I'd like to
share with you a project that
we have just formally initiated
and which demonstrates the
diversity of ways in which all
of us - staff, Friends, volunteers

Teams from the Botanic Gardens and State
Herbarium and ECH Retirement Village Grounds

- serve the needs of a broader  pjanagement touring ECH sites as part of the Project
community through our work. Eden framework planning. Photo Bianca Warnock

‘Project Eden’ is a collaboration between our scientific, horticultural and
partnership teams, and the aged-care company ECH. It has been created to
bring more life, colour and comfort across 109 ECH retirement villages through
biodiversity-sensitive urban design. The project will provide a clear, consistent
framework for future site redevelopment, ensuring that green infrastructure is
managed sustainably.

The program brings more plants, green spaces, and wildlife into everyday life,
in ways that are shown to improve wellbeing and help neighbours connect
with each other. Staff and residents are involved from the start, building the
knowledge and confidence to care for these spaces long term. The result is a
living environment that is greener, more welcoming, and better prepared for the
challenges of a changing climate.

The Botanic Gardens and State Herbarium team is providing expert guidance
to ECH to ensure their landscaping can contribute to a cooler, more liveable
Adelaide where people and nature thrive together well into the future. The first
collaborative workshop between ECH grounds staff and the BGSH team was
held in early February 2026, establishing a shared foundation for transforming
village landscapes.

| also need to acknowledge the assistance of the Friends of the Botanic
Gardens - the Guides have helped us by hosting guided walks and tours for
ECH residents, including an 18-person bus tour of Mount Lofty, a 14-person
‘Bird Walk’ tour of Wittunga and a 20-person walk in Adelaide Botanic Garden.
These experiences that ECH have had with us have led to the development of
this exciting new project.

In many ways, this is a perfect example of the potential we have to project the
expertise of the Botanic Gardens’ team - as a whole organisation with staff and
volunteers with a wide range of experience - into the community and to achieve
great results for people, plants and the urban green space as a whole. Well
done to everyone who has been part of the project!

See you around the Gardens...

Michael Harvey

The Asylum And The Garden

In 1857, when the Adelaide Botanic
Garden opened to the public, the site
was dominated by a magnificent colonial
building, the Adelaide Lunatic Asylum.
Its looming presence over the Garden
can be seen in this early photograph of
George Francis's early plantings, taken
from near the Nelumbo Pond.

The Asylum admitted its first patients
in 1852, and in 1856 it took over the
buildings of the first Adelaide Hospital,
which had been situated near the
present National Wine Centre, and had
served the Colony from 1842. A new
Adelaide Hospital was built on the site
now known as Lot 14. The original
Asylum building was also extended
substantially in the 1860s and other
buildings were erected in the following
decades. For example, Yarrabee House
was built in 1866 for the Psychiatric
Medical Officer, East Lodge was built in
1865 as the gatehouse for the Asylum
and the ‘Dead House' was erected in
1882, replacing a previous mortuary
which had been near the original stables/
workshops. The extent and size of the
buildings can be gauged by a circa 1900
photo taken from the old E & WS Depot.

Between 1852 and 1902 the Asylum,
along with the Parkside asylum from
1870, served as a forerunner of current
day psychiatric facilities. Accounts
of the Asylum and its patients were
frequently reported in the colonial press.
Complaints of noise and occasional
escapees appeared intermittently, and
several Commissions of Enquiry were
instigated and reported on extensively.
There were occasional adverse findings,
usually related to inadequate bed space
rather than patient care. Frequent
mention was made of the extensive and
productive gardens, which extended
as far as Plane Tree Drive and the
Conservatory Gate. These were tended
by the patients, and some trusted
patients also assisted in the development
of the Botanic Garden, as documented
in the Annual Reports of the Director.
On balance the Asylum appears to have
been well accepted as a part of colonial
life, as illustrated by an article in the
Adelaide Chronicle in 1891 describing it
as a ‘well-appointed structure standing
in spacious and well-kept grounds.... the
rooms are clean, airy, and commaodious,
while the surroundings of the institution
are cheerful and invigorating’.

1856, Australian plants , East of the present site of the Nelumbo

-

Adelaide Lunatic Asylum behind early plantings in the Botanic Garden.

Townsend Duryea, ¢ 1866

Top Lake and fountain. Photo Townsend Duryea

During its 50 year presence it was an
attractive subject for artists. Among
many examples is a photograph by
Townsend Duryea. In fact, just as one
can visualise the Asylum from near the
Nelumbo Pond, one can also stand by
the top lake where Duryea must have
been to create his image, with the
fountain, island and pampas grass still
readily visible, and with the Asylum
looming in one’s imagination.

From 1902 the Asylum buildings were
used for infectious diseases as part of
the Adelaide Hospital, until those
patients were transferred to Northfield
in 1932. The buildings then lay derelict
for several years and most buildings had
been demolished by 1937, when the
Botanic Garden expanded and took over
the site.

The most obvious remnants of the Asylum
are Yarrabee House; the eastern portion

of the wall on North Terrace; East Lodge;
and the ‘Dead House' or mortuary. Other
structures include various walls in the
Wine Centre and the original stables/
workshops adjacent to the vineyard.

At present only the 'Dead House' is
prominently identified, although there
are unobtrusive plaques acknowledging
the previous presence of the Lunatic
Asylum and the Adelaide Hospital,
with the latter being obscured in the
Eremophila garden.

While the present Botanic Garden
deservedly warrants pride of place in
any description of the site, just as we
remember the long standing occupancy
of the Kaurna peoples, so too it is
important to recognise the importance
of the Adelaide Lunatic Asylum in our
State’s history.

Robert Goldney



Tromso Arctic-Alpine Botanic Garden

In September last year | was fortunate
enough to visit the Arctic Circle at
Svalbard archipelago where we saw
some amazing arctic geology, wildlife
and plants. We then visited the most
northern Botanic Garden in the world
in Tromsg, Norway as we sailed down
the coast. Tromsg is one of those places
where everything is the 'northernmost’
because there is very little in the way
of settlement above the 80th latitude
where it is situated.

The last owner Ms Hansine Hansen
donated parts of her farm for educational
purposes in 1938, with the remaining
parts of the farm given to the County
of Tromsg upon her death in 1947. The
local university and high school have
access to the property for horticultural
education, as requested by the
benefactor.

The Botanic Garden is on the outskirts of
Tromsg and approximately a 15-minute
drive from the city centre. It is managed
by two full-time staff members, but
is predominantly staffed by local and
international volunteers who assist in
the care of the Garden. Entry is free of
charge. The Garden is located on a rocky
hillside with various sections devoted
to specific Arctic and Alpine regions
of the world. There are 20 sections,
each designed to illustrate the plant
adaptation to severe environmental
factors in various geographical regions:
America, Norway, the Arctic, Siberia etc.
The large Arctic section was my main
interest.

We had just visited the Svalbard
archipelago National Park on the 81st
parallel. In this treeless location there
are glaciers, icebergs and arctic tundra.
Wildlife such as reindeer live off the
abundant lichens and mosses, as well
as some other small plants such as the
Avrctic willow, tufted saxifrage, mountain
sorrel and bistort (Bistorta officinalis).

The mosses contain six to 24 times their
weight in water content with the plant
acting as a sponge-like hydrophilic
plant. The Arctic foxes are carnivorous
and feed on the millions of unsuspecting
birds and their eggs that exist in the
extensive rookeries. We saw thousands
of birds including puffins, gannets,
gulls, kittiwakes, arctic terns, little auks,
fulmars and black guillemots. The tundra
plants north of the polar tree limit must
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Alpine bistort. Photo Michael McEvoy

survive extremely low temperatures,
bedrock chemistry, windswept rocky
ridges, deep snowbeds in their lee side

and soil instability; all factors which
determine plant distribution in the
Arctic.

The willows (Salix spp) which occur in the
high latitudes are some of the world’s smallest
woody plants, measuring less than 25 cm high
with prostrate growth and hairy leaves which
trap warmth from the sun and insulate the
leaves from extreme temperatures. The bark
and twigs are the main food source for many
Arctic mammals, birds, butterflies and moths.
The young Salix polaris leaves contain vitamin
C and salicylic acid. This analogue of aspirin
is used by local Suni people in home remedies
to relieve pain.

The distribution of tufted saxifrage (Saxifraga
cespitosa) is circumpolar and inhabits sandy
tundra, rock and stony slopes.

Sphagnum mosses (Sphagnum spp.) hold
16 to 26 times as much water as their dry
weight due to translucent nonliving cells in
the leaves that retain moisture, so that it can
complete fertilisation. The small living cells
which contain  photosynthetic chlorophyll
produce food for the plant.

Lichens have an amazing ability to survive
extremes of climate, growing on almost any
surface at any latitude. When conditions
become unfavourable, they can shut down
and survive extremes of heat, cold and
drought. They produce more than 500
unigue biochemical compounds that act to
provide protection from excess light, repel
grazing animals, kill attacking microbes and
discourage competition. The fungal portion
of the lichen cultivates symbiotic partners that
manufacture food through photosynthesis.
These partners are usually green algae or
cyanobacteria with the fungus providing a
solid framework and the algae providing
nutrients. The algae, but not the fungus, can
act and exist independently. The fungi and the
algae are very selective in their choice of life
partners.

Reindeer lichen (Cladonia rangiferina) forms
pale grey to pale yellow green thick foam-
like cushions supporting hollow stalks. They
are the main winter food for many wild
Arctic animals as well as the Suni of Lapland.
Usnic acid extracted from the lichens is used
by European pharmaceutical industries to
manufacture antibacterial ointment.

This visit was an amazing insight into plants
| never knew existed and is analogous to
our arid lands, where adaptation to severe
environmental conditions of a different type

apply.

Thanks to Scenic cruises and their amazing
scientific crew.

Michael McEvoy

From The President

History plays such a big part in our organisation. We look back to recognise
and celebrate the many people who have played a part in our historic
organisation, the oldest botanic garden support group in Australasia.

We use history to celebrate our wonderful historic Botanic Gardens
by sharing our stories and knowledge to engage and educate the public.
The History Festival, South Australia’s largest festival, started in 2004 as a
week-long initiative to connect the public with the State’s diverse stories.
The Friends continue to support and promote this event. | hope you were
able to participate in at least a couple of events during May.

Within our organisation we accumulate many stories, with the people
forming a large part of our evolution. One of our many successful groups
has been the Friends Growing Group, their origins date back to the 1980’s
when plants were propagated and grown at Beechwood Garden with the
aim of raising much needed funds. Then Director Dr Brian Morley had
established a steering committee in November 1998, before the group as
we know it today, commenced in March 1999 as ‘Growing Friends’. The first
plant sales were in November 2000. It has evolved considerably from those
early beginnings and now, not only grows plants for sale by the Friends,
but, assists in propagation of plants for use in Mount Lofty Botanic Garden.

We are looking forward to celebrating more of our history as part of our
50th anniversary in 2027.

Greg Lane

Advice To Authors

The Editorial Committee of the Gazette welcomes articles on
topics relevant to botanic gardens and plants but reserves the
right to edit submitted articles for spelling, grammar, correct
scientific nomenclature, including the use of lower case for
common names, and clarity of expression. We assure authors
that we will make no attempt to change the author’s writing
style without good reason.

On the author’s request, an edited copy of their article will be
provided for review, if time permits before publication.

New Members

It is with pleasure that we welcome the following new members of the
Friends of the Botanic Gardens of Adelaide, as at 10th April 2026.

Ms M Boundey, Croydon; Ms A Day, Fulham; Mr A Russel; Ms N Alvaro,
Seaford Meadows; Mr & Mrs G & D Paschke, Mount Gambier; Mr & Mrs
J & L Welsh, Northgate; Ms C Alliston, Magill; Dr J L Revel, Kent Town;
Mr J Wright, Ascot Park; Mr R Kumar, Unley; Mrs L Vasapollo, Mitcham;
Ms S Adams, Port Noarlunga; Ms J Bamford, Elizabeth Grove; Ms A Chappel,
Skye; Mr S Flavel, Inglewood; Mr A Keller, Glengowrie; Mr | Thompson,
Gawler; Ms R Wilson, Wasleys; Mr A-R Baker, Engadine and Mrs K Gilbert,
West Lakes.



Artists, Acacias, Authors And Acrimony

Wiladyslaw (1918-1999) and Ludwik
(1921-2008) Dutkiewicz, two of four
brothers, were born in Stara Sil, in what
was then Poland but, from the end of
WWII, located in Russia. At this time
of writing it is still in western Ukraine.
The brothers identified as Polish. Wilad
studied Visual Art at the Krakow
Academy and then at Ecole des Beaux
Arts, in Paris. In 1939, as war broke
out, Wlad was assistant director to
the National Theatre in Lwow (Lviv).
Working as a member of the Polish
resistance, he assisted Polish Jews to
escape. He provided protection to
younger brother Ludwik. The brothers
were arrested in 1944, sent to Auschwitz
and then to a labour camp from which
they escaped. Post war the brothers
worked together, from a displaced
persons’ camp, touring Wlad's Tetr Nowy
(New Theatre), around Polish displaced
persons’ camps. They performed scripts
written by Wlad, based on a famous
comedy duo, Szczepco and Tonko.

The brothers migrated to Australia,
separately (1950 and 1949) and reunited
in Adelaide. There, in 1951, they held
their first joint art exhibition, Wilad
as an Abstractionist, Ludwik still an
Expressionist. Their works, in particular
those of Wilad, drew the admiring
attention of Max Harris and Ivor Francis,
of the Contemporary Art Society. Harris
was less kind, it seems, in his appraisal
of Ludwik.

A post war revolution in visual arts,
theatre and music, in Adelaide, included
a celebrated group of displaced eastern
European artists that was described
as Slavic Space Age, by Art Gallery of
South Australia Director, Daniel Thomas
(1984-90). The group included Ludwik
and Wlad Dutkiewicz, Dusan and Voitre
Marek, leva Pocius, Stanislaus Rapotec,
Alex Sadlo and later, Stanislaw Ostoja-
Kotkowski.

While Wlad became the more renowned
artist brother, Ludwig won the Cornell
Prize (the major contemporary art prize
in SA from 1951 to 1965) in 1953 and
1954. Wlad won in 1951 (judges that
year, R.G. Campbell, Kym Bonython,
Max Harris, Joseph Choate, and Dorrit
Black) and again in 1955. From 1959 to
1962 the brothers collaborated in Wlad's
theatrical troupe Art Studio Players.

[ F

Ac. araneosa showing ‘cobwebby’ stems an
phyllodes. Photo Anthea Magarey

Am. preisii on Ac. araneosa, outside
Goodman Building. Photo Leo Davis

| am grateful to Anthea Magarey who
shared with me her admiration of the
Flinders Ranges plantings east of the
Goodman Building. There, she tells me,
her favourite plants are Acacia araneosa
Whibley and A. cyperophylla Muell. ex
Benth. Many, including Anthea who
has seen it in the field, call A. araneosa
the Balcanoona wattle. This is for the
type location, Nudlamutana Well, about
15 km NW of what was Balcanoona
Station, now in Vulkathanha-Gammon
Ranges National Park. (It is a statistical
oddity that the highest monthly rainfall
ever recorded in SA, was 676 mm, at
Balcanoona, in March 1989, with the
highest recorded daily record of 246 mm
on March 14, 1989. Were you travelling
in Central Australia, NW NSW or the
Flinders Ranges, on March 14, or later,

Ac. araneosa flowers.
Photo Anthea Magarey

Ac. araneosa near type location.
Photo Anthea Magarey

by road or rail, you will have had your
progress interrupted. Wilpena Creek
reached 19 km wide.) | prefer the more
descriptive ‘spidery wattle’ which reflects
the specific epithet araneosa, meaning
cob web like or cobwebby, referring to
the appearance of the stems and foliage.

The Ac. araneosa plant at the extreme
north-west corner of the Flinders
Range plantings will be familiar to
many of you but | only became aware
of it through Anthea’s directions. If you
look at the leaves (actually phyllodes)
you will recognise immediately that the
plant is adapted to an arid or semi-arid
location. They are needle like, circular
in cross section (terete) offering the
lowest possible surface area, apart from
a sphere of course, for water loss. The

hemi parasitic mistletoe, Amyema preisii
(Mig.) Tiegh (wire leaf mistletoe), of
which at least six plants are growing on
our plant (one is clearly labelled), also
has terete leaves, albeit more robust,
less gracile, than on the host Acacia.
My poorly informed opinion is that the
condition of the plant, in April 2026,
has deteriorated since | first viewed it
in September 2025. | suggested to a
Gardens Officer that perhaps all but
one, or maybe all, of the mistletoes
might be removed. The mistletoe had
appeared naturally and | was told such
action would be inappropriate, especially
as the whole planting is considered as
an experiment to see which plants and
species survive. Should the plant need to
be replaced, | wonder if a less crowded,
more open location might be found,
like that occupied nearby, by the Ac.
cyperophylla (red mulga).

David Whibley (1936-2002) joined our
Gardens under Noel Lothian in 1952.
In 1956 he transferred to the State
Herbarium, under Hansjorg Eichler
(1916-1992), where he worked as a
Botanical Assistant until he had to retire
in 1988, following diagnosis of a brain
tumour. In the Newsletter of Australian
Systematic ~ Botany  Association  of
September 2002, Bill Barker described
Whibley as ‘a gentle man of Acacia’.

In his 1976 paper, describing the new
wattle species, Whibley thanks ‘Mr L.
Dutkiewicz for the preparation of the
illustrations’.  Dutkiewicz's illustrations
appear on pages 2 and 3, with the second
in particular illustrating the ‘cobwebby’
‘foliage’. Some of you will have a copy
of Whibley's Acacias of South Australia
in which a Dutkiewicz illustration of
the species appears on page 94. A copy
of that, shown here, line drawing by
L. Dutkiewicz, published in Acacias of
South Australia (1980), photo from near
Nudlamutana Well, northern Flinders
Ranges, photo taken by D.J.E. Whibley,
published in Contrib. Herb. Austral. 13
(1976) is reproduced with permission
from the Board of the Botanic Gardens
and State Herbarium. Note signature
letters, LD.

In 1953 Ludwik Dutkiewicz was
appointed as a botanical illustrator
by the Adelaide Botanic Gardens and
served as such till 1983. You can find
much of his work in early volumes of
the Journal of the Adelaide Botanic
Gardens, in The Flora of Central Australia
(1981), The Flora of South Australia

(Jessop and Toelken; 1986), the multi
volume Flora of Australia and Whibley’s
1980 Acacias of South Australia. His
work was shown in the 6th International
Exhibition of Botanical Art & lllustration,
Pittsburgh (1988). Around 1500 of his
illustrations are lodged in our Archives,
but are difficult to access, | am told,
because they are not fully catalogued.

I mistakenly took a tight ‘GRMD’ initialled
signature to be ‘LD’, in a line drawing of
Ac. araneosa on page 308 of J. Adelaide
Bot. Gard. 7(3): 307-313 (1985), in
Plant Portraits. (accessible online).
Dr Kellerman noticed my error and
enlightened me. That excellent depiction
was by Whibley’s next botanical artist,
Gilbert R M Dashorst, who took over
from Dutkiewicz, as scientific illustrator,
in 1983. You will know Dashorst’s fine
illustrations in The Plants of the Adelaide
Plains and Hills (1990), produced by
Dashorst and Jessop.

| now enter a discussion that | am not
qualified or informed enough to do.
A synonym for our plant is Racosperma
araneosum. Genus Racosperma was
proposed by Leslie Pedley, in 2003, for
many wattle species, mostly Australian,
at a time when the considerable diversity
in genus Acacia was being discussed.
In a paper cutely titled "Wattle become
of Acacia?’ a serious problem is
explained. Racosperma is neither male
nor female; it is neuter gender. More
importantly for us, should the genus be
adopted, not only would our National
flower species have a genus change, its
specific epithet would too; with Acacia
pycnantha transitioning to the neuter
gendered  Racosperma  pychanthum.
Imagine the response from our friends
across the Pacific and likeminded folk
here. Other arguments were proffered,
including the commercial costs to
the lumber industry caused by ‘our
wattles’ no longer being Acacia genus.
At the International Botanical Congress
(IBC), in Vienna, in 2005, a minority of
Acacia species, all but around 10 being
from outside Australia, including the
type species, were transferred to genus
Vachellia (373 votes for, 172 against).
Do | pick up hints of western imperialist
hubris? This was in conflict with my lay
person’s understanding of the principle
of priority, but apparently done with
proper authority. A challenge to this
change was defeated by a large majority
at the IBC in Melbourne, in 2011. Home
game advantage? I'd have voted with
the minority.

Acacia araneosa. Line drawing by
L. Dutkiewicz.

The type species for the original
Linnaean genus was A. nilotica (L.) (gum
arabic tree, Egyptian acacia, thorny
acacia) occurring from Africa to the
Arabian Peninsula, Indian sub-continent
and Burma. From the times of the
Pharaohs the species was the source of
dyes, paints and medicines. The type
for the new genus is now V. nilotica (L.)
PJ.H.Hurter & Mabb., but be reassured,
still feminine. | should not, but do
smile, when learning that it is a 'weed
of national significance and an invasive
species of concern in Australia’.

My thanks go to our Librarian, Lorrae
West (for finding journal papers for
me) and to Dr Jurgen Kellerman, Senior
Botanist and Manager of the State
Herbarium and its publications (for
locating, supplying and allowing the
use of an image). | can always count
on their patient help. Thank you
also to Anthea Magarey, for her fine
photographs (her photo in field was
taken on the Oppamimda-Nudlamutana
trail over Mt Warren Hastings.).

Leo Davis

Editor’s Note: Leo’s article brought to
mind the fact that on a field trip with
David Whibley in 1968, he showed me
specimens of Acacia araneosa close to
Arkaroola Sanctuary. But | am sad to
report that the Acacia araneosa to which
Leo has referred close to the Goodman
Building died in mid-April.



Urumbula Visit

In October 2025, the Botanic Gardens
of Adelaide Guides, hosted the biennial
conference for Australasian Botanic
Gardens Volunteer Guides. A pre-
conference tour of three days and two
nights to the Mid-north and Lower
Flinders Ranges was action-packed with
highlights that included the Gleeson
Wetlands in Clare, the Medika Gallery
in Blyth, Silo Art, huge eucalypts in
Melrose, crossing Goyder's Line, the
Australian Arid Lands Botanic Garden in
Port Augusta and culminated in a ride on
the heritage Pichi Richi Railway to Quorn.

Included in this was a memorable visit to
Urumbula, a native plant garden in Port
Pirie that has been designed, built and
developed by Aboriginal students at the
John Pirie Secondary School under the
guidance of retired schoolteacher Bruce
Mules. Its focus is on plant use.

The Nukunu elders of the region
gave permission to name the garden
Urumbula, which refers to the song line
that joins Spencer Gulf to the Gulf of
Carpentaria.

As our bus arrived, we were greeted
enthusiastically by students in brightly
coloured vests. Then in small, pre-
assigned groups we were shown the
garden in a very well planned and
executed operation which, on the ringing
of a loud bell, involved each group
moving from station to station to meet
a new guide, who would then highlight
the plants of that spot e.g. Indigofera
australis, the leaves and roots of which,
when crushed were used to stun fish
for easier catching and whose colourful
flowers provided a blue dye. At least 14
different uses have been identified for
the plants in the garden.

We were then treated to a wonderful
morning tea to taste some bush tucker
treats, a sample of which was given to
each of us as we left. At morning tea we
were able to buy jewellery made from
native plants, as well as other ornaments.

Urumbula was started in 2017 as
a project to better engage young
Aboriginal students, particularly boys,
in more hands-on educational activities
outside the traditional classroom and
provide them with the opportunity to
learn more about the way native plants
have been used in their culture - for
food, health and tools. In so-doing,
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it has provided a practical learning experience in developing a range of other
skills such as working in teams, mentoring and public speaking. This broader
experience has helped and continues to help students to target and aspire to
post-school careers e.g. tourism, hospitality and horticulture. We learned that the
garden is seen as a safe haven and has increased the wellbeing of students and
also resulted in better school grades. Indeed, one of the students, Bella-Jai Veale,
was one of only two recipients in 2025 of the Minister for Education’s Award
for Excellence in Student Achievement in SA; she was recognized for her
outstanding work at Urumbula, her contribution to the school community and her
personal growth from autism through this.

Urumbula is about the size of soccer pitch (0.7 ha) and was originally a bare,
inhospitable area of the school, which has been transformed by the students
into a garden incorporating three different environments: dry creek bed, rocky
outcrop and desert sand-dunes. A path meanders through the garden which
is densely planted with small trees, shrubs and ground covers providing pockets
of tranquility.

Its central focus is a yarning circle around a fire pit, with a backdrop of a
colourful mural called Connections which was painted by the students under the
guidance of the Arts Programme educator, Judy Crosby-Woods. More recently
a shadehouse has been built for propagation of plants for the garden.

The garden was opened to the public for the first time in 2023 and was the first
school garden to be included in the Open Gardens SA program. Subsequently
the students have hosted international visitors during a tour of the area arranged
by the Mediterranean Garden Society as part of that Society’s Conference in
Adelaide.

We came away inspired by the achievement, which is a wonderful example
of identifying a need and working together to address it and grow the endeavour.
We were moved by an email sent afterwards to thank us for visiting.

Anne Campbell

Book
Review

'That Grass Book’: Identifying grasses
in southern Australia

By Ellen Bennett

This book of 192 pages makes the
identification of grasses easy for
beginners and experts alike. The book
presents life-sized silhouettes of fresh
grass heads in a novel key.

AL

Identification is then as simple as
matching a grass head to a silhouette.
This approach was test-run at grass
identification workshops before design
of the book started and was
overwhelmingly endorsed by workshop
participants. Clear colour photographs
and close-ups of details, each with a
scale bar, serve to confirm the identity
of a grass. A brief text indicates the
place of the grass in the landscape and
the history of its presence or introduction
to Australia.

As well as the illustrated 131 common
native and introduced species, other
similar-looking grasses are distinguished
in ID tips drawn from field experience.

The book contains over 400 images and
is wire-coil bound for easy field use.

The book is available in the Friends Gift
Shop and is highly recommended.

Recommended Retail Price $45.00
Friends Price (10% discount) $40.50

Ed McAlister
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Norfolk Island Botanic Visit

In April | had the opportunity to visit
Norfolk Island located in the Pacific
Ocean, approximately 1456 km east
of Brisbane, with Lord Howe Island
almost half way. Interestingly, the two
hour flight from Brisbane leaves from
the International Terminal and, while
a passport is not mandatory, it is strongly
recommended. A passport makes
processing through border control and
biosecurity upon arrival much more
efficient and less time-consuming. Two
to three times a week, flights arrive with
tourists from Brisbane and Sydney and
Auckland, New Zealand. The economy
is heavily dependent upon tourism,
which is reflected in the arrangements
such as pick-up from the airport to the
accommodation, supply of rental cars
and bus tours around the island. At only
8 km long and 5 km wide, a car is one
the best ways to get around the 120 km
of road and take in the rugged coastline,
sandy beaches and offshore islands such
as Phillip, Nepean and northern islets.

At the time, Norfolk Island was in
drought, despite the greenery from the
pines, ferns and stretches of invasive
kikuyu grass (Cenchrus clandestinus).
Water security is taken seriously on
the island, as the community relies
solely on rainwater stored in tanks and
groundwater accessible via bores across
the island. Tourists are educated upon
leaving the airport, with locals giving out
leaflets, as well as notices posted around
the island. In the 2019/2020 drought,
water resources were so low, that the
army flew in a special desalination
plant to supply enough water for basic
community needs. Today, the Council’s
desalination plant and storage tanks are
the last resort, with reliance on stored
rainwater, and water carters, who sell
water from private bores. Water is
available for community use at several
locations, but during drought these
resources are restricted to livestock and
food production.

Cattle are important to the local
economy and way of life, supplying
local families and business with meat.
The cattle are tagged and maintained by
local families, who move them around
the island, where they roam freely,
having right of way. There is no formal
dairy industry on the island, as the cost
of a pasteurisation facility is prohibitive.
Instead, long-life (UHT) milk is imported
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100 acre reserve. Photo Michelle Walker

Norfolk Island. Photo Michelle Walker

from New Zealand and readily available
from the local supermarket(s) and
affordable ($4 per litre) compared to
fresh milk ($20 for 2 litres). Vegetables
on the island are in limited supply and
expensive, being either imported from
the mainland or grown locally and sold
in the smaller shops or at the weekly
market. Most of the Norfolk islanders
grow their own food in their gardens, or
barter/exchange with others. Vegetables
and fruit are grown organically, and look
very different to the uniform pieces
we expect when shopping at our local
supermarket chains.

The subtropical rainforests that once
covered the island are now remnant
stands of Norfolk pines (Araucaria
heterophylla), ferns and other species
confined to the National Park and the
small but lush botanic garden. Land
clearance and farming dating back to
1788; the introduction of exotic species,
both animal and plant, has radically
changed the landscape. Whilst Norfolk
Island pines can be seen in isolated
stands and along the road side, they
have been intentionally planted. Logging
is strictly limited to the removal and
salvaging of dead, dying trees for
milling. Seed is collected and sent to

the Netherlands to be propagated for
the global nursery industry. Eucalypts
can be found on the NW of the island
in plantations, which date back to the
1950s, with the purpose of preventing
mass destruction of the native Norfolk
Island pines as the island population
grew. These plantations of ironbark,
blackbutt and spotted and flooded gum
are nowadays considered contentious
because of potential bush fire risk and
naturalisation. Today, the island’s needs
are met through the above and the
importation of Pinus radiata from New
Zealand for house construction, fencing
etc.

Norfolk Island was discovered by
the British explorer and navigator/
cartographer, Captain James Cook on 10
October 1774. He was 27 months into
his second round-the-world voyage on
HMS Resolution. Cook named Norfolk
Island in honour of Mary, the Duchess
of Norfolk, the wife of Edward Howard,
the 9th Duke of Norfolk. Unbeknown
to Cook, the Duchess had passed away
the year before, on 27 May 1773.
The Norfolk Island pine and the flax
(Phormium tenax) found on the island
were enthusiastically promoted by Cook,
for their commercial potential as masts

and cordage respectively. The British
settled Norfolk Island and established a
ship-building industry which was short
lived as the pine was generally unsuitable,
with few exceptions such as the sloop
Norfolk in which Bass and Flinders
circumnavigated Tasmania in 1798.

Settlement of Australia is historically
associated with the First Fleet landing
in Sydney Cove on 26th January 1788,
carrying the newly appointed Governor
of New South Wales, Arthur Phillip.
Four weeks later, one of the eleven ships,
the HMS Supply sailed to Norfolk Island
on February 15th, carrying Lieutenant
Phillip Gidley King and a small chosen
group of 22 to establish a settlement.
The Supply made regular voyages
bringing more convicts and marines,
returning with grains and salt meat,
with the penal colony present until 1814,
after which the British abandoned the
island for 10 years, before the second
penal colony was established from 1825
to 1855.

At the time of British settlement, the
island was uninhabited although the
presence of the Polynesian rat (Rattus
exulans) and groves of bananas indicated
the much earlier arrival of Polynesian
seafarers. The flora was first documented
in 1792 by the convict artist John
Doody, who painted 48 plant species,
including the endangered mountain rush
or kiekie (Freycinetia baueriana) as a
series of watercolours. William Paterson,
the military commander and an amateur
botanist wrote accompanying notes
on the watercolours. A further 95 new
species were described in the collections
of the botanical artist Ferdinand Bauer
in  1804-05 and the ‘Government
Botanist’ Allan Cunningham in 1830.
Today there are around 180 native plant
species, about a quarter of which evolved
on the island.

The ecology of both Norfolk and Phillip
islands has undergone considerable
change since the First and Second Penal
colonies. No reptiles were recorded
on Norfolk Island at the time of the
First Fleet, although now it is thought
from sub-fossil records, that the
Polynesian rat was responsible for the
extinction of the Lord Howe skink and
Lord Howe gecko and a giant centipede,
which are still found on the rat-free
Phillip Island. Norfolk Island’s entire
population  of  burrowing  petrels
(Pterodroma solandri), was plundered
during the first penal settlement,
following the wrecking of HMS Sirius,
which had been sent for supplies.
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Within four months, and with over 400
people to feed, the settlers slaughtered
around 170,000 birds nesting on the
summit of Mt Pitt. Christened the
‘providence  petrel’, the population
collapsed. Today, the bird can only
be found in small numbers on Phillip
Island, the barren landscape of which
is a legacy of the feral pigs, goats and
rabbits introduced at the time of the
British settlement for food and sport.
Fortunately the pigs and goats were
removed early in the 1900s and the
rabbits were finally eradicated in 1980s.

The black (ship) rat (Rattus rattus) arrived
much later to Norfolk Island during the
Second World War. Together, with the
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Cyathea sp. and Norfolk Island pine.
Photo Michelle Walker

Oval frond scars of C. brownii.
Photo Michelle Walker

Polynesian rat, they pose a threat to
the natural regeneration of native plant
species and birdlife. Extensive baiting,
both arboreal and ground have helped
to reduce numbers. First generation baits
such as Warfarin® kill the rats without
affecting bird species higher up the
‘food chain’. Whilst cattle still roam the
island, the pigs and goats introduced
to the island during the first settlement
have been eradicated. Only the feral
chicken (Gallus gallus), poses a threat to
native flora, eating the seed, as well the
endangered land snail, Mathewsoconcha
belli. Today's major threat to the island
is the Argentine ant (Linepithema
humile), discovered on the island in 2005.
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The ants' presence has the potential
to impact biodiversity and change the
ecosystem. They displace native ants
responsible for seed dispersion and
pollination as well as nesting birds,
eating the defenceless chicks which are
in burrows or nests on the ground. The
island’s economy is indirectly affected
by the ants, which ‘farm’ pest insects
such as aphids, affecting horticultural
crops as well as infesting buildings, and
thus tourism. Populations are currently
managed by baiting and quarantine
measures in efforts to control the spread
across the island.

In terms of the endemic flora, extensive
efforts have been made to preserve the
remaining patches of native forest in
the National Park, with the Mount Pitt
section covering 13% of the island.
This has included fencing and removing
cattle and chickens, and propagating
endangered plants for rehabilitation
work. With settlement, some 370 plants
have been introduced to the island.
The African olive, (Olea europaea subsp.
cuspidata) and cherry guava, (Psidium
cattleyanum) are considered invasive
weeds, with eradication programs
crucial to the regeneration of the native
vegetation on both Norfolk Island and
Phillip Island.

The National Park between Mt Pitt
(318 m) and Mt Bates (219 m), and
the Botanic Garden and Hundred-Acres
Reserve are wonderful to walk through
and showcase the efforts of the local
community to preserve the island’s flora
and fauna.

The Norfolk Island Botanic Garden
(5.5 ha) started off as the garden (0.6 ha)
of the late Mrs Moore, a New Zealander
who moved to the island in 1949 after
purchasing the sloping property whilst
on holiday. With the help of locals,
weeds were cleared, tracks to the
bottom of the valley were installed
and over two decades, a collection
of indigenous species was planted.
Affectionately known as ‘Mrs Moore's
garden’, it was transferred to the island’s
administrators in 1975, upon her return
to New Zealand and incorporated into
the National Park in 1986. In 1993 an
additional 4.9 ha was purchased from
the neighbouring property and added to
the original 0.6 ha garden, to give the
present botanic garden.

Today, several species endemic to
Norfolk and Phillip Islands can be found
in the garden, including the Phillip
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Island hibiscus (Hibiscus insularis) and
the Norfolk Island abutilon (Abutilon
julianae). The abutilon was considered
extinct until it was rediscovered on
Phillip Island in 1985. Once feral animals
were removed the abutilon began to
recolonise Phillip Island and propagation
has allowed its reintroduction in
Norfolk Island. Similarly, propagation
and replanting has helped recover the
critically endangered dioecious broad-
leafed meryta (Meryta latifolia) from the
20 female plants recorded in the early
2000s.

Native rainforest trees found in the
gardens include ironwood (Nestegis
apetala), bloodwood (Baloghia
inophylla), whitewood (Celtis paniculata)
and oleander  tree  (Pittosporum
bracteolatum). Climbing vines such
as big creeper (Melodinus baueri) and
Samson’s sinew (Callerya  australis)
are in the tree canopy. The palm-like ti
(Cordyline obtecta), together with the
Norfolk Island palm (Rhopalostylis baueri)
can be found in the understorey of the
forest, whilst high above in the canopy
are the massive communal webs of the
St Andrew’s Cross spider.

Endemic tree ferns belonging to the
Cyatheaceae family are represented by
the rough tree fern (Cyathea australis
subsp. norfolkensis) and Norfolk Island
tree fern (Cyathea brownii). The latter
is reputed to be the tallest fern in the
world, reported to reach 20m and
hundreds of years old. They are
differentiated by the ‘oval’ frond scars
of C. brownii and ‘shell’ shaped scars of
C. australis subsp. norfolkensis.

The Hundred Acres Reserve (22.34 ha)
is on land originally cleared and farmed
since the First Colonial Penal Colony

(1788-1814) - the reserve being named
after the ‘One Hundred Acre’ farm
established in the area during the Second
Colonial Penal Settlement (1825-1855).
The exclusion of grazing stock for over
130 years, has meant that this remnant
of coastal pine (Araucaria heterophyila)
and white oak (Lagunaria patersonia)
forest has remained relatively free of
woody weeds such as cherry guava,
which covers the island, spread by
the wandering cattle. The white oak
and pine forests are the breeding site
for tree-nesting black noddies (Anous
minutus), burrow-nesting ‘ghost birds’ -
wedge-tailed shearwater or muttonbird
(Ardenna pacifica) and red-tailed tropic
birds (Phaethon rubricauda) which nest
under shrubs.

The iconic Norfolk Island pine varies in
habit, from straight-trunked saplings to
majestic symmetrical mature specimens,
with sweeping branches, often 60 m in
height. Trees 15 years or more, produce
female cones containing seeds every 4 to
5 years. The seeds are mostly eaten by the
endemic green parrot (Cyanoramphus
cookie). The parrot population recovery
is a result of predator-proof nesting
hollows, the removal of rats and cats, and
the removal of introduced red parrots
(crimson rosellas), starlings and feral
bees from nests as well as habitat
restoration. The pines are often draped
with pale green lichen (Usnea spp.)
known as old man’s beard. The long
strands of lichen are a testament to the
air quality on the island.

Norfolk Island is worthy of a visit, should
you have a week to spare; the tranquillity
and slower pace, a balm, especially with
the hectic pace of modern living.

Michelle Walker

We're Not The Only Species
Experiencing Pandemics

While humans have spent the past few
years navigating COVID-19 (crikey, did
that really begin over six years ago?),
waves of disease have also been moving
through wildlife - affecting everything
from frogs to bats, vultures to sea lions.

The question of “when will the next
pandemic hit?” may keep public health
experts awake at night. But for much of
the natural world, it's already unfolding.

In my new book, The Nature of Pandemics,
| explore the ecological roots of infectious
disease. | argue that pandemics are not
simply random events driven by microbial
mischief. Instead, they reflect deeper
disruptions in the ecological systems
that once helped keep outbreaks in
check. | reframe pandemics as ecological
crises that require ecological solutions.

This perspective led me to examine
the ‘pandemics’ occurring beyond our
own species - and why they matter,
whether you care about biodiversity for
its intrinsic value or for the many ways
it sustains human life. From forests
cleared for agriculture to wildlife trade
and collapsing food webs, our disruption
of ecosystems is driving climate change
and biodiversity loss - but it's also enabling
disease agents to cross boundaries they
would not otherwise breach. Pathogens,
in other words, are ‘learning’ to move
through the doors we leave open.

We have altered the systems that once
kept pandemics relatively rare. Now
they're appearing more often - and with
greater intensity. But this is not just a
story of breakdown. It is also a story
of repair. Of solutions. Of relational
thinking. Of hope.

Drawing on more than a decade
of research and practice in ecology,
microbiology and restoration science,
| contribute to a growing call to rethink
pandemics through a One Health lens -
recognising the deep interdependence
between humans, other animals and
ecosystems.

The journey spans centuries and
landscapes: from the quarantined village
of Eyam to the tropical forests we have
cleared, and from the hidden lives of
fungi in soil to the cascading effects of
habitat loss on immune systems. Along

the way, | ask a series of questions:
What pathogen might drive the next
pandemic? How should we think about
our relationship with the rest of nature
- and how might we repair it? What
happens if ecosystem degradation is
treated as a public health crisis? And
could ecosystem restoration itself
function as a public health intervention?

| also speak with leading experts across
pathology, mycology, public health,
conservation and microbiology to explore
how pandemics emerge - and how they
might be prevented. Could conserving
vultures help reduce rabies outbreaks?
Should we take fungal threats more
seriously - could elements of The Last
of Us ever edge closer to reality? Is a
spongiform brain disease pandemic
conceivable? How do we make sense of
the ever-evolving alphabet of flu strains?
And perhaps most importantly: could
restoring ecosystems become one of
our strongest defences against future
pandemics?

The Nature of Pandemics brings together
science, storytelling and solutions. It is
for anyone interested in understanding
why pandemics continue to emerge -
and what can be done to prevent them,
or at least reduce their impacts. It also
moves beyond a purely human-centred
narrative, highlighting the importance of
the other species with whom we share
this planet. After all, the future of global
health will not be shaped by humans
alone - it will depend on the lives we
choose to protect alongside our own.

Jake Robinson

Ficus
Update

Update On ‘Strange Companions’

Longer-term readers of this Gazette
may remember that in January
2013 | mentioned, under the title
‘Strange  Companions’, the fact
that a plant of Ficus macrophylla
(Moreton Bay fig) was growing
quite successfully in the crotch of
a Melia azaderach (white cedar) in
Clark Street, Wayville. There was an
accompanying photograph. | gave a
short update in June 2016 stating
that the root coming down from
the ficus was 10 ¢cm in diameter.

Photo Ed McAlister

Readers may be interested to know
that, in April this year, the aforesaid
root is now 97 ¢cm in circumference,
(see photograph). This means, if my
mathematics are correct, that the
root has a diameter of approximately
31 ¢m, quite an impressive rate of
growth. In fact the whole plant is
doing quite well.

Ed McAlister

Gift Idea

Have you thought of giving a
Friends' Membership as a gift?

Just contact the FBGA office
phone 8222 9367 or email
info@friendsbgadelaide.com
for further details.
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Future Events 2026

June
26  New Members Afternoon Tea,

1.30pm-3.30pm

28  Plant Sale at Mt Lofty Botanic
Garden, 10.30am-1.30pm
July
24 Articles due for next Gazette
26 Plant Sale at Mt Lofty Botanic
Garden, 10.30am-1.30pm
August
4 General Meeting,
Goodman Building, 12noon
23 Plant Sale at Mt Lofty Botanic
Garden, 10.30am-1.30pm
September
27  Plant Sale at Mt Lofty Botanic

Garden, 10.30am-1.30pm

October
6 General Meeting,
Goodman Building, 5.30pm

Plant Sale at Mt Lofty Botanic
Garden, 10.30am-1.30pm

25

Mahjong in North Lodge
Every Monday, 10am-1pm

Book Club in North Lodge
1st and 3rd Mondays,
1.30pm-3pm

Hands on Hort
Adelaide - meet at
Schomburgk Pavilion
Every Tuesday 9am-11am

Mt Lofty - meet at Rock Garden
First Thursday of the month 9am

Wittunga - meet at Admin
Every Tuesday 9am-12noon

Next Issue...

If you would like to submit an
article for the next Gazette
then please email your article
(in a Word document) and
photographs (as jpegs with
file size >1MB) to Dianne at
info@friendsbgadelaide.com
by Friday 24 July 2026.

In Memoriam

We
President Mrs Judith Leske, about
which Members have already been
informed. Ed McAlister attended Mrs
Leske's funeral on behalf of the Friends.

record the death of former
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Benefits Of Membership
Of The Friends Of BGA

In addition to knowing that you are assisting the Gardens achieve their stated
aims, you will also receive two issues each year of the Friends Gazette and regular
Newsletters. In addition you will be able to attend lunch-time, evening and late-
afternoon meetings featuring specialist speakers on garden and plant-related topics.
You will have opportunities to participate in daytime outings and interstate and
overseas tours to gardens, conferences and other related events. Your membership
will entitle you to a 10% discount in the Friends Gift Shop and Concession Prices to
BGSH events.

Discounts are offered on selected purchases at participating plant nurseries, garden

centres and retail outlets as follows:

¢ Botanica - 1300 305 202 or www.botanicatours.com - 5% Discount on Tours and
$100 to the Friends for each of our Members that book a Tour with them

¢ The Conservatory - 80 Unley Road, Unley - 10% discount on plants

e created2print - 3 Thompson Street, Dry Creek - 715% discount

e The Diggers Shop - Adelaide Botanic Garden - 10% discount

e Flowers Everywhere - 108 Marion Road, Unit 1, Brooklyn Park 8443 9974 and
Shop 2/121 Mawson Lakes Boulevard, Mawson Lakes 8349 8188 or order online at
flowerseverywhere.com.au (use discount coupon code FRIENDSBGSA) - 10% discount

¢ Frame Works - Shop 4, 84 Glen Osmond Road, Parkside 0460 366 897 or
amelita@frameworksplusgifts.com - 70% discount for Members and 20% discounts
for members of the Botanical Art Group

e The Garden Depot - 14 Secker Rd, Mount Barker 8391 6262 - 10% discount on plants

* Heyne's Nurseries - 278 The Parade, Beulah Park - 70% discount

e Jon Baines Tours - 03 9343 6367 or www.jonbainestours.com/ - 10% Discount on
Tours and $100 to the Friends for each of our Members that book a Tour with them

e Newmans Nursery - 1361 North East Road, Tea Tree Gully - 70% discount on plants

¢ Neutrog - For details contact Friends Office - Members discount

e Sealink - 13 13 01 or https://www:.sealink.com.au/botanic-gardens/
(use promotional code BOTANICGARDENS) - 10% off fares and experiences

Position Vacant

The Gazette Editorial Group is keen to find another person interested in
joining the small team involved in the production of the Friends Gazette.
This vacancy has arisen owing to the resignation of Diarshul Sandhu,
and | take this opportunity to thank Diarshul for her tremendous
contribution over the last number of years. | do hope she will continue to
submit her interesting articles.

A knowledge of horticulture and/or botany would be important in this
position and experience in editing publications would be an advantage.

If you feel this is something you would like to do, please contact me either
on ejmarg@bigpond.net.au or telephone 0411 600 507.

Ed McAlister PLEASE

BE AWARE
h_‘ you have not yet
paid your subscription
for this year, this wij||
be the last Gazette
you wil| receive

Notice Of
General Meeting

Members are advised that the next General Meeting of the Friends of the Botanic
Gardens of Adelaide will be held at noon on Tuesday 4th August 2026 in the Lecture
Theatre, Goodman Building, Adelaide Botanic Garden.

Be sure to put the date of this meeting in your diary.

Full details of which will be provided in the next Friends Newsletter.



