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We wish all of our
Members a Happy
and Safe Easter?

Why not experience one of our Free
Guided Walks over Easter!

From 10:30am
Adelaide - Daily *except Good Friday
Mt Lofty - every Thursday
Wittunga - every Tuesday
OR 2pm
Botanic Park - every Monday
Please refer to our website for further
details

Dahlia - Adelaide Botanic Garde-n, 15 February 2026, Photo by Rosemary Pridmore

FROM THE PRESIDENT

We have reported elsewhere on the successful Australasian Garden
Guide Conference held in Adelaide in October 2025. The garden Guides
in the post conference review asked that The Friends financially support
the next Guide Conference, to be hosted by the Royal Tasmanian Botanic
Gardens in 2027, with a donation of $2,000. The Friends have offered
this support provided the conference goes ahead; we look forward to
the 19th conference to continue providing a valuable resource that
encourages Guiding across Australasia.

Coming soon, your invitation to seek out South Australian history with
the History Festival Program, The Botanic Gardens will have many
offerings to tempt you over the month of May.

Many may be aware of a well-known Adelaide sculptor, Greg Johns. He
has commissioned works on display in Mt Lofty Botanic Gardens as well
a long list around the world. His 2026 Palmer Sculpture Biennial is in
March and April and he has a 50th anniversary exhibition at the
Segwood Galleries, 16 Freemasons Lane Adelaide, until the 23rd of
March. Greg Lane


https://friendsbgadelaide.com/interest-groups/garden-tours

. GARDEN GUIDES

Professor Robert Goldney gave a fascinating ta

IK

ostensibly about the Lunatic Asylum, “Hospitals and

the Botanic Gardens in 19th Century SA”at the
Guides February meeting.

It was more than a history lesson about a previous

prominent building on the ABG site:

“Two threads: (i) The socio/cultural/political
environment- Hospitals, focusing on Adelaide
Lunatic Asylum
(ii) Their development in three phases: the first

years, the 1840s, and then the 1850s and beyond”

1855 Charles Summer

Charles Summers 1855 painting of the Asylum

Towsaens Deryea, © 1856

pre-
dates the Adelaide Botanic Garden. Whereas the
photograph from ¢1866 reveals plantings around
the Top Lake with the still functional fountain.
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Plant of the Month
Luculia is a small genus of flowering plants in the family
Rubiaceae. Luculia grandiflora is a deciduous shrub or
small tree with prominently-veined leaves which turn a
copper red in winter. The perfumed flowers appear from
summer to autumn in trusses of tubular white flowers. It
is found in the Himalayas and Yunnan. This specimen is
featured in the Autumn Self Guided Walk from the Upper
Car Park, Mount Lofty Botanic Garden.
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Margaret Swincer



. Our Tuesday group assists with the Nursery program
GROWING GROUP preparing literally thousands of plants for the displays in
The Growing Group brings together people from a the various gardens.

The Growing Group provides opportunities to learn skills
in propagating, a chance to exchange ideas, and a social
event where friendships are made.

Milton Bowman

wide range of backgrounds who share a passion for
propagating and nurturing plants. Within the group
are members fascinated by exotic species as well

as those with a strong love of Australian plants. We

are currently expanding the range of plants we . THE 2026 HISTORY FESTIVAL
propagate to include more low-water-use species,

both local and introduced, to better suit our drying To celebrate the 2026 History Festival, the Garden Guides
climate. 3 ] ' at Wittunga Botanic Garden will focus on the connection

of the original owners and their continuing influence at
Wittunga. A guided walk exploring the Ashby Family
Legacy will demonstrate how plant collections and layout
of the Garden mirror the Ashby family interests and
foresight. Their interests in South Australian and South
African plants suitable for our climate plus encouraging
birds, insects especially butterflies and other wildlife is
continuing to influence the presentation of Wittunga
Botanic Garden.

We are now preparing
for our first sale of
2026, to be held on
Sunday 22 March. Many
plants are being
hardened off in
readiness for sale,
including some

3 L Ashby
particularly interesting Propagation Unit Family,
. = - Wittunga
specimens such as .
Botanic
Luculia pinceana, a Garden,
G [B62927],
large shrub with pink, 1925, State
strongly-perfumed Library of ,
flowers; several South Please book your
Australia attendance
Rhododendron species through the

statue of Linaeus, Adelaide Botanic Gardens, Jane Austin

not available Friends office
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. ) ) N ] ) . Adelaide Botanic
suited to the drier regions  exploring the elements that have shaped  g./den
of South Australia, and still influence the Adelaide Botanic From May 12
including several Correa Garden's identity. From its 19th century 16", 2:00-3:30pm
, beginnings, discover the garden as a living Meetatthe
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o . collections and communities meet, and Centre
whichis endemicto Deep  \yhere those global botanical links have | Schomburak
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A Peninsula. Jane Austin Guided Walk
Plants ready for sale



~ EVENTS

Set in a spectacular National
Trust’s Standgate House
garden, you will find many
gardening- related stalls with
plants, garden décor and
accessories, tools, hands-on
activities for all ages, art, very
generous raffle prizes and food
trucks!

The Inspiration Hub includes a
Speaker Program with SA's
gardening champion Sophie
Thomson and hands-on
learning experiences with
expert gardening advisors.

Just 1 week before Mother's
Day, make a day of it and come
along to learn and enjoy.

For Tickets head to:
https://www.trybooking.com/D

Our First Plant sale of the year!
Sunday 22nd March

Mt Lofty Botanic Garden at the

Chris Steele-Scott Pavilion,

just south of the Lower Car

Park off Lampert Road,

Friends Office

Tuesday & Wednesday 9am
to 4.30pm

Thursday 92:30am to 2pm
Friday 9:30am fo 12:30pm

P 8222 9367

www.friendsbgadelaide.com

info@friendsbgadelaide.com

Goodman Building, ABG,
North Tce Adelaide, SA

. NORTH LODGE

North Lodge The performers from the Slingsby Performance Company have been
using North Lodge as a lunch facility and a Changing Room for the last couple of
months and this worked out most satisfactorily for both parties. Our two Book
Clubs have continued their monthly meetings and the Mah Jong group continue to
meet monthly.

Gift Shop The run of hot extremely days we had in February caused us to close the
shop on a number of occasions. As in January, this obviously had an impact our
shop takings. It was noticeable too that, even on days when the temperature was
less than 36 degrees Celsius, our takings were less than normal. The building is not
air-conditioned and becomes most unpleasant for both staff and customer.

During February we had 1533
visitors, a drop of more than 40%
compared to last month, which also
would have been less than our long
term average. Our figures for March
will also be low as, owing to all the
perturbations surrounding
WOMADelaide, we were closed for
two-fifths of the month. Hopefully
good weather will continue and we =
have a bumper Easter. Speaking of @ B o= -
which we have four short books for sale
which involve the Easter Bilby or some of his
friends. Just perfect for those grandchildren.
As a matter of fact | sent two books to
Oklahoma to my step-great granddaughter. |
bet she is the only child in Oklahoma that
has those books.

Volunteer numbers is the need for all volunteers
working in the Shop to have a SAPOL Working With
Children Check. For anyone experiencing difficulty
with this process we will offer assistance. As always,
we would love to hear from anyone who feels they
would like to volunteer in the Shop. Even one three-
hour Shift per month would be welcome, but two
would be better!

We do have a number of new items for sale in the
Shop so don’t forget to visit us. Remember that you
are entitled to a 10% discount on all items, including
art works. Ed McAlister

As always, we
would love to
hear from anyone
who would like to
volunteer in the
shop!

In Memoriam

Members will have been saddened to learn of the death of Mrs Judith Leske in
mid-February. Judith was a valued member of the Friends for many years and
undertook many positions during her membership, including undertaking the role
of President between 1998 and 2000.

| attended Judith’s funeral as a representative of the Friends and extended our
sincere condolences to her family. Ed McAlister
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© Member Discounts

10% Discount on plants S
https://theconservatorygardena G

&
ndhome.com.au/

10% Discount on plants
https://www.thegardendepot.com.au/

_ . .. 10% Discount
Diggers Shop - 10% Discount ‘7—@[@?; https://www.heyne.com.au

https://www.botanicgardens.sa.

gov.au/
oAb 10% Discount on plants
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10% Discount - use Code
FRIENDSBGSA

https://www.flowerseverywher Members Discount

Friend’s Booking
www.botanicatours.com

e.com.au/ f:”?—&% https://neutrog.com.au
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10% Discount $100 donation ICA 5% Discount $100 donation for each

for each Friend’s Booking -
www.jonbainestours.com

FEBURIEY BIRDS Books available from North Lodge Gift Shop

Fleurieu Birds Friends of the Botanic Gardens
ol Adelaide, Photography Group

| ST

Far. This 260 page book, with its hundreds of excellent
& ‘i photographs of the birds within its pages, is a ‘must-have’ for
_ amateur bird-watchers and ornithologists alike. There are 231
species with a full page each. There is a list of 41 species
considered to be rare or visitors. In addition to the full
description of each bird species, copious notes are given,

including a description of 42 Parks and Reserves where birds
Recommended Retail Price $49.95.

may be found. Members receive a 10% discount on r.r.o.

Discovering Adelaide’s Wildlife

This well illustrated 128 page publication deals with more
than 50 areas within a short distance from the CBD where

. . . Friends Office
native wildlife, both plant and animal, may be seen and
enjoyed. Directions on how to get there are included along Tuesday & Wednesday 9am
with information about terrain and what you can expect to fo 4.30pm
see. Well worth carrying and consulting before deciding what Thursday 9:30am to 2pm

Recommended Retail Price $19.95.
to do for the afternoon or day- Members Price at 10% Discount on r.r.p. .
Friday 9:30am to 12:30pm

. Book Clubs Photo Group
Mahjon :
N @ JOI g d lointhe G " First Monday of Month Friday 27t March P 82229367
ome along and join the froup a 1:30pm North Lodge 10am - 12 Noon : .
North Lodge . ) . www.friendsbgadelaide.com
Every Monday Facilitator: Judy Stacey Education Room
10-1pm Or. Goodman lecture theatre info@friendsbgadelaide.com
Third Monday of the Month
Call June on 0438220043 for more 1:300m North Lodge
information =up g We welcome new Members! Goodman Building, ABG,

Facilitator: Helen Jenkinson .
North Tce Adelaide. SA



https://theconservatorygardenandhome.com.au/
https://theconservatorygardenandhome.com.au/
https://www.botanicgardens.sa.gov.au/
https://www.botanicgardens.sa.gov.au/
https://www.flowerseverywhere.com.au/
https://www.flowerseverywhere.com.au/
https://www.frameworksplusgifts.com/home
https://www.frameworksplusgifts.com/home
http://www.jonbainestours.com/
https://www.thegardendepot.com.au/
https://www.heyne.com.au/
https://newmansnursery.com.au/
https://neutrog.com.au/about/
https://www.sealink.com.au/
mailto:hello@created2print.com
http://www.botanicatours.com/
https://created2print.com/

