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Friends of the Botanic Gardens of Adelaide 

Newsletter 

  FROM THE PRESIDENT 

May is a month that nationally, we pause and thank all volunteers. 
In fact, without volunteers many organisations would not exist. The 
Friends have many volunteers and contribute considerable hours 
purely to support the Botanic Gardens and State Herbarium. Keep 
up the good work, but also tell your friends how they too can 
contribute.    
I had an interesting contact with a visiting couple from Michigan, 
USA on a recent guided walk I provided in the ABG. The couple run 
farm shops and were interested in what was being grown in 
Australia, including our Botanic Gardens. During my walk I 
mentioned various fruits, including quinces. The next stop on their 
travels was the South East of SA, including Penola, possibly the 
Quince Headquarters for information. At my suggestion, they 
visited one of our States treasures ‘Still Waters’ at Penola where 
they grow some 16 varieties of quince. Feedback from our visitors 
advised that they appreciated that small connection and 
contribution that volunteering can provide, to the person 
experiencing the service, the State and potentially the economy.    
Greg Lane     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why not experience one of our Free Guided 
Walks! 

Please refer to our website for further    
details Garden Tours - FBGA 

 PG. 5  

North Lodge Gift Shop, Plant Sales 

 

 

 PG. 6 

Government House Open Days 

https://friendsbgadelaide.com/interest-groups/garden-tours


2 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Guides provide many valuable services to the 

FBGA & BGSH, and one of these is the preparation and 

printing of the Self-Guided Walk brochure. 

 

Guides meet regularly in the three Botanic Gardens to 

observe, research and document plants and other 

Garden features that will be of particular interest in 

the coming month, or season. The information is fact-

checked and applied to a map of each particular 

Garden, providing visitors with an educational 

resource to enhance their visit. 

This is a way for Guides to continue their own 

education around the three Botanic Gardens, and 

collaborate with other Guides. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           GARDEN GUIDES  

 

 

  

 

Flowers, f ruit and foliage of  Crotalaria cunninghamii 
 

Des Coleman, Self-Guided 

Walk developer/distributer 

It is also a social gathering with discussions on the chosen 

plants taking place over a cuppa, with interesting 

information often being revealed! 

 The brochures are 

printed by the FBGA, 

folded by Guides & 

placed in the Map boxes 

at each Garden, the VIC 

and North Lodge in the 

ABG, and are available 

on the FBGA website. 

 
Ange Toone 

Des Coleman, Anne Campbell, Sue Hill and Ena-Mai 

Pictured right; Sonya Stirling, 

Ene-Mai Oks, Anne Campbell, 

Des Coleman, Louise Fuller and 

Alison Jessup 

Highlights from April’s Self-Guided Walk 

 

Flowers and foliage of 

Leucophyllum frutescens 

 

 

Fruits of Ficus henneana 
(syconia) lined with mainly 
female flowers.  Tiny wasps 
laden with pollen from 
another fig enter via the 
ostiole 
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            THE 2026 HISTORY FESTIVAL 

Ashby 

Family, 

Wittunga 

Botanic 

Garden, 

[B62927], 

1925, 

State 

Library of 

South 

Australia 

Adelaide 
Botanic 
Garden will 
also feature 
in our History 
Festival 
celebrations 
with Garden 
Guides 

  WITTUNGA HANDS ON HORT  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Wittunga Hands On Hort has been helping to 
keep this often over-looked Botanic Garden as 
beautiful as can be. We started on 2 August 2011 and 
in the beginning only worked in the Ashby House 
grounds. Since then, we have had many volunteers, 
including one young man who became a trainee and 
then staff member, and is at present on a scholarship 
to Longwood Botanic Garden in USA.  
All volunteers have enjoyed the fellowship of other 
Garden and plant lovers as well as learning about 
plants. We all agree there is nothing better than 
working in the open air, wonderful surroundings and 
then relishing a cuppa knowing we have done a good 
job. Would you like to join us? Contact the Friends 
Office. Helena Jenkinson 

To celebrate the 2026 History Festival, the Garden Guides 
at Wittunga Botanic Garden will focus on the connection 
of the original owners and their continuing influence at 
Wittunga. A guided walk exploring the Ashby Family 
Legacy will demonstrate how plant collections and layout 
of the Garden mirror the Ashby family interests and 
foresight. Their interests in South Australian and South 
African plants suitable for our climate plus encouraging 
birds, insects especially butterflies and other wildlife is 
continuing to influence the presentation of Wittunga 
Botanic Garden. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Wittunga Botanic 
Garden 
From May 25th-
31st, 10:30am-
12:00pm 
Meet at the 
Northern end of 
the car park 
Shepherds Hill Rd 
Blackwood 
Adelaide Botanic 
Garden 
From May 12th-
16th, 2:00-3:30pm 
Meet at the 
Visitor 
Information 
Centre 
Schomburgk 
Pavilion 
Cost $5 per 
person per 
Guided Walk 

 

 
exploring the elements that have shaped, 
and still influence the Adelaide Botanic 
Garden's identity. From its 19th century 
beginnings, discover the Garden as a 
living archive; a place where stories, plant 
collections and communities meet, and 
where those global botanical links have 
improved the Garden we enjoy today. 
Helena Jenkinson, Anthea Margarey and 
Jane Austin 

statue of Linaeus, Adelaide Botanic Gardens, Jane Austin 

Please book your 
attendance 
through the 

Friends office 

 

    2026 MEMBER MEETINGS 

5th may, 12 Noon – Goodman Building  
4th August, 12 Noon – Goodman Building 
6th October, 5:30pm – Goodman Building 
AGM - 10th November, 7:15pm – Noel Lothian Hall 

 

THANKYOU! 
To all of our amazing Volunteers.  
You generously give your time, energy, and 
knowledge across all three of our Botanic Gardens, 
and your contribution truly makes a difference. 
From creating self-guided and guided walks, to 
planning future improvements, deepening 
knowledge to share with visitors, stocking and 
running the Gift Shop, welcoming and assisting 
customers, sourcing inspiring speakers, and 
organising committee meetings, your efforts touch 
every part of the Gardens. 
No matter what your role may be, please know this: 
you are valued, and we are deeply grateful for all 
that you do. 
Thank you for your immeasurable contribution to 
the Gardens! 
 

Date 

Change! 

National Volunteers Week  

Morning Tea 
Date : Wednesday 20th May 

Time: 10:30-12pm 

Location: Rose Garden Pavillion, Adelaide Botanic 

Garden  

The Botanic Garden Stare Herbarium want to 

celebrate your contribution to the Gardens over 

the past 12 months. 

Please make sure to book your attendance via 

bgshvolunteers@sa.gov.au 
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Early on the 22nd March 2026, 18 Members of the 
Friends caught the Overland Train to Melbourne for 
six interesting and varied days. 
Judith Bail organized a wonderful itinerary with 
plenty of free time for recovery as well as plant-filled 
delights. I certainly enjoyed the train journeys which 
bookended the holiday, giving us time for relaxation, 
conversation as well as the ever-changing scenery 
along the way. 
Monday was a free day which allowed time to explore 
some of the delights of Melbourne, with retail 
therapy from the centrally located hotel. 
Tuesday saw us travel together in a small bus to 
Cranbourne Botanic Garden. Cranbourne is now 20 
years old and we enjoyed a motorized tour of the 
Garden. I remember visiting it first in 2005 during a 
Garden Guide Conference. The Garden has matured 
and certainly highlights the diversity of Australian 
flora. 
Wednesday was our Flower Show Day and we all had 
our favourite displays to savour. The inside of the 
Exhibition Building was ablaze with colour, variety 
and aroma from floral works. Outside was a wide 
variety of display gardens, large and small, as were 
every imaginable commercial plant and food stalls. 
On Thursday we caught a Ferry to Williamstown. The 
leisurely trip was enhanced by an educational 
commentary on the surroundings and history.  

 

 

My husband and I walked to the Drop Ball Tower and 

admired some of the old buildings on the way. Typical 
fickle Melbourne rainy weather set in which did delay the 
return ferry but this just was another addition to the 
variety in the trip! And we had a group dinner that night 
to round off our time in Melbourne. 
An excellent trip, well organized by Judith and Cassandra 
from the RAA and new friendships resulted. 
Helena Jenkinson 

 

 

 

 

GAZETTE NEWS 
Members will be pleased to hear that, with effect from the 
June Edition, the Friends Gazette will revert to four issues 
per year. Further information on this matter will appear in 
the Editorial in that Gazette. Ed McAlister.   

 

New Members Afternoon Tea 

Friday 26th June 2026 

1:30-3:30pm 

Shortly, we will be sending invitations to members who 

have joined the Friends from 2025 to the present. 

As part of our Afternoon Tea, you’ll enjoy a short-guided 

tour of the North Lodge; the home of the Friends and the 

Adelaide Botanic Garden, highlighting features that have 

been funded and supported by the Friends. 

You’ll also have the opportunity to learn more about our 

range of activities and volunteering opportunities 

available, and how you can get involved. 

 

      MELBOURNE INTERNATIONAL FLOWER SHOW 

 

 

Above: Lillies and Grasses, MIFS 

 
Drop Ball Tower, Williamstown 

 

 

 

Exhibitors staging their 

designs, MIFS (Melbourne 

International Flower Show)  

Ship in the harbour off 

Williamstown 

David 

Jenkinson, 

Cranbourne 

Gardens 

 

Left: Garden Display for a 

Wedding, MIFS 
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Friends Office  

Tuesday & Wednesday 9am 

to 4.30pm  

Thursday 9:30am to 2pm  

Friday 9:30am to 12:30pm  

P 8222 9367   

www.friendsbgadelaide.com   

info@friendsbgadelaide.com  

Goodman Building, ABG, 

North Tce Adelaide, SA 

 

 NORTH LODGE 

This poster has been unavailable for a very long time, but I am pleased to say that 
we are currently working towards having this poster reprinted and on sale in the 
Shop. I am sure that, like me, you will want to have the complete set on display in 
your homes.  We are currently working our way through 
 

 

It is most pleasing to report that the Garden 
Guides have produced a small book on the 
Native Wildflowers of the Mount Lofty Botanic 
Garden. This pocket-sized book contains 
excellent photographs, taken by Bill Dowling, of 
54 of the native plants more commonly found 
in Mount Lofty Botanic Garden. 
The book, which is highly recommended, is 
available in the Friends Gift Shop with a retail 
price of $18.00 before applying the 10% 
member’s discount.  
Ed McAlister 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As always, we 

would love to 

hear from 

anyone who 

would like to 

volunteer in the 

shop! 

      EVENTS 

For some unexplained reason trading in the Gift Shop during April has been 
somewhat erratic, on some days we have been receiving a large number of 
customers, and, on others, a reduced number. However, sales continue to be 
pleasing and we are pleased to have in stock now, a number of new items. Items 
which could be just perfect for that Mother’s Day gift. 
 

 

having volunteers complete the 
Working With Children Check as 
required by the Department of 
Environment and Water. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Members would be aware that we 
are selling Jan Woodman’s beautiful 
posters of the ‘Wildflowers of the 
Flinders Ranges’ and ‘Wildflowers of 
Coastal Southern Australia’. You may 
not be aware that there is a third 
poster in the series, featuring 
‘Wildflowers of the Southern Mount 
Lofty Ranges’.  
 

Set in spectacular National 
Trust’s Standgate House 
garden, you will find many 
gardening- related stalls with 
plants, garden décor and 
accessories, tools, hands-on 
activities for all ages, art, very 
generous raffle prizes and food 
trucks! 
The Inspiration Hub includes a 
Speaker Program with SA's 
gardening champion Sophie 
Thomson and hands-on 
learning experiences with 
expert gardening advisors. 
Just 1 week before Mother's 
Day, make a day of it and come 
along to learn and enjoy.  
For Tickets head to: 
https://www.trybooking.com/D
HSGR 
 

 

 

 

 

Our next Mt Lofty Plant 
sale!  

Sunday 24th May 

Mt Lofty Botanic Garden at the 

Chris Steele-Scott Pavilion, just 

south of the Lower Car Park off 

Lampert Road, Piccadilly. 

I take this opportunity to thank the Gift Shop Committee, especially Gill Muller, 
and the enthusiastic volunteers who staff the Shop. However, we would be 
pleased to welcome more volunteers. Ed McAlister 
 

 

 

 

Native Wildflowers of the Mt Lofty Botanic Garden 

 

Wildflowers of the Southern Mt Lofty Ranges, Jan     

Woodman 

http://www.friendsbgadelaide.com/
mailto:info@friendsbgadelaide.com
https://www.trybooking.com/DHSGR
https://www.trybooking.com/DHSGR
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 Mahjong                                          

Come along and join the Group at 

North Lodge                                     

Every Monday                                       

10-1pm                                                      

Call June on 0438220043 for more 

information 

Want more… 

 

Book Clubs                   

First Monday of Month   

1:30pm North Lodge                 

Facilitator: Judy Stacey                                

Or                                           

Third Monday of the Month                                     

1:30pm North Lodge              

Facilitator: Helen Jenkinson                              

 

Photo Group                    
Friday 22 May 
10am - 12 Noon 
Education Room 
Goodman lecture theatre 
 

We welcome new Members!                                  

 

Friends Office  

Tuesday & Wednesday 9am 

to 4.30pm  

Thursday 9:30am to 2pm  

Friday 9:30am to 12:30pm  

P 8222 9367   

www.friendsbgadelaide.com   

info@friendsbgadelaide.com  

Goodman Building, ABG, 

North Tce Adelaide, SA 

 

Member Discounts 

Click on 

our QR 

Code to 

view our 

website! 

 

  

 Are you following 
our Facebook page yet? It’s 
a great way to stay up to 
date with upcoming 
events, including meetings, 
plant sales, and inspiring 
highlights from around the 
Gardens. Friends of the 
Botanic Gardens of 
Adelaide 

 

GOVERNMENT HOUSE OPEN DAYS 
Our Patrons, Her Excellency the Honourable Frances Adamson 
AC and Mr Rod Bunten regularly open their House and or 
Gardens. 
May will have two events for the public to show off autumn 
colours, the development of the rewilding project featuring 
South Australian natives and the growth of the range of acacias 
planted for the coronation of King Charles: 
1. On the first Friday of the month from September to May the 
grounds are open for picnics; our Guides offer free garden 
tours prior to the gates opening.   
2. Government House will be open to the public on Sunday 24 
May 2026 from 10:00 am until 2:00 pm, in conjunction with 
South Australia’s History Festival. 
Margaret Swincer 

 

 

Please be aware, if you 
have not yet paid you 
subscription for this 
year, this will be the 
last Newsletter you 
will receive. 

 

 

 

   

When - 12 noon, Wed 6 May 2026 @  

Where - Goodman Bldg, Adelaide Botanic Gardens (Hackney Road Entrance) 

Cost - Free 
 

The SA Branch of the Australian Garden History Society is hosting a lunchtime talk from to be given by AGHS 

member, Dr Jane Lennon AM about the heritage value and sustainability of the historic Adelaide Parklands. 

The talk will last about 30-45 minutes with plenty of time for questions and informal discussion. 

Attendance is free, and you are welcome to bring friends. 

 Jane is a leading figure in cultural heritage, widely respected for her influential role in shaping how Australia 

understands and cares for its past  

RSVP: Please send a text msg to Jeff Jenkinson, President of the SA Branch AGHS, signalling your intention to 

attend, on 0408 850 946, if you have not already done so. . OR text or ring Anne McCutcheon on 0418 895 

993.  

Please Include numbers so we know how many chairs to set out. 

 

SUSTAINING THE ADELAIDE PARKLANDS CULTURAL LANDSCAPE 

A recently opened lily 

in the Amazon lily 

pavilion, Adelaide 

Botanic Garden. Photo 

by Marisa Piombo, 

30.04.2026 

 

Dr Jane Lennon AM 

 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064305624846
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064305624846
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064305624846
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064305624846
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064305624846
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064305624846

